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EEPOET. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN, BAB ON WODEHOUSE, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OE IRELAND. 



May it please your Excellency, 

Th-e 112th section of the 5 & 6 of Viet., c. 106, directs the Commissioners of Fisheries 
to make an annual Report on the state of the fisheries of Ireland. We have now the 
honour to submit for your Excellency’s consideration and to Parliament, an account of 
the salmon fisheries, and of our proceedings with respect to them during the past year. 
To the oyster and white sea fisheries our jurisdiction was not extended by the 26 & 27 
Viet., c. 114. 

Upon our appointment in October, 1863, we determined to confine our attention, as 
much as possible to those which we considered the special duties of our Commission ; 
and these have been of so important and onerous a nature, that we have not had much 
time to deal with the subjects which constitute the ordinary work of a Fishery 
Commission. The detailed information we can give respecting the different rivers is 
the less full ; but we are able to report that the fisheries, as a whole, have since then 
made satisfactory progress, and give promise of further improvement. A revolution 
has, in the past fifteen months, been effected in the modes of capture, causing the 
transfer of a very large amount of property from the persons who had illegally 
assumed it, to the rightful possessors. It would be natural to expect from so great a 
change, that some depression should at first result, and that the acts of the tribunal by 
whose means such change was effected might be viewed with suspicion ; more especially 
as its proceedings must have appeared to those unacquainted with the code of laws 
it was called upon to enforce to be of a very arbitrary character. . F ar from this being 
the case, fishery property has much increased in value ; and even in one instance where 
almost all the engines we found in use have been declared illegal, the rent has nearly 
doubled. In other cases, where individuals had encroached upon the public rights, the 
abatement of the nuisance has led to a display of industry and energy of the most hopeful 
kind ; and we are not overstating the results of our last winter’s labours, when we declare 
that hundreds of fishermen were enabled by them to exchange poverty and almost starva- 
tion for plenty and comparative wealth. Not only have the fisheries in the past season 
improved the circumstances of the fishermen, but our general returns for 1864 of the 
numbers employed show an increase of 520 men over those of 1863 ; and, contrary to all 
expectation, the heavy loss to the revenues of the different districts, occasioned by the 
abolition of the fixed engines declared illegal before the spring of last year, has been more 
than made up by the substitution of legal instruments. The gross amount raised by the 
license duty on fishing engines in 1863 was £5,892, and in 1864 was £7,001, and we 
confidently look for a far greater increase in 1865. That rents have thus risen, and the 
number of fishermen taking out licences has increased, proves that the confidence of the 
public in the control by Government of the fisheries has strengthened ; and as further 
evidence of this, we may point to the list given in the Appendix No. 7, of the applications 
that have been made for our assistance. It will be seen that many of the matters there 
referred to are yet undecided— in some instances the information we required before coming 
to a decision has been wanting, in others, pressure of business has forced delay upon us.. 

Further evidence of the newly-roused activity in the fishing interest may be found m 
the list given in Appendix No. 8 of the fish-passes erected or in course of erection. 
We found that many of the existing so-called passes were of such faulty design, or then- 
site was po badly chosen, as to render them practically useless, whilst, still more frequently, 
weirs seldom passable, and consequently most injurious, had been left without any pass 

The fishing season of the past year has been much influenced by the exceptional 
weather. The drought has been so great that the rivers have been lower even than m 1826, 
a year to which the Irish fisherman had hitherto referred as the driest withii^memory 



Vide 

Appendix 
Nos. 5 & G 
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or known to tradition. We sliould expect, under such circumstances, to hear of good 
takes in the tidal waters, of great complaints from the inland fisheries, and of comparative 
scarcity on the breeding beds. In dry weather the fish do not enter the rivers, but 
collected in shoals at their mouths, they wait for a fresh to take them up, and are more' 
than usually exposed to the tidal fishermen ; and there can be no doubt, if the Waterford 
and Shannon estuaries had been fished as they were in 1863, by crowds of fixed engines 
that the stock of those rivers would have suffered to such an extent that they would 
have required years to recover. These rivers were, however, this year fished almost 
entirely by movable nets ; and although the quantity of fish taken in each of them was 
great* we are glad to report that they, as well as the rivers generally, are considerably 
better stocked than usual with breeding fish. 

With this brief general account, we now proceed to refer in detail to the different 
subjects connected with the fisheries to which we think it desirable to call the attention 
of your Excellency and the public, and we shall report upon them in the followin.cr 
order : — 

1. Fixed engines in tidal water. 

a. Navigation. 

b. Right of appeal from our decisions. 

c. Bag-nets. 

2. Definition of mouths of rivers and estuaries. 

3. Stone weirs. 

a. Queen’s gaps. 

b. Fishing mill-dams. 

c. Mill-dams. Fish-passes. 

4. Local management, 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92. 

a. Boards. 

b. Funds. 

5. Close season : 

6. Pollution. Flax. 

1. Fixed en- The duty to which we have considered all others as of secondary importance, has been 
m the settlement of what wc may call the fixed engine question, and it will be only neces- 

waters. sar 7 to re ^ er briefly to the legal position and history of fixed engines, as our report of 

last year entered somewhat fully into those matters. 
lOHen.VII. The tidal waters of Ireland were, with small exception, from the year 1495, the date of 

c. 22. Poyning’s Act, open to the public. Any man who had energy to work, and means to 
procure the inexpensive implements of his calling, might fish wherever the tide ebbed and 
flowed, and the produce of his labour was his own. So long as he complied with the 
provisions of different Acts of Parliament, passed for the common benefit, with the object 
of restraining overfishing and consequent general injury, he might work his boat and his 
net wheresoever he pleased. This privilege was largely and most beneficially exercised 
without any very serious interference until the beginning of this century, although from 
time to time recourse was had to the Legislature to restrain the appropriation by indivi- 
duals of the public fisheries. Scotch weirs, as they are termed, were, however, introduced 
to Ireland in or about 1808, and in a short time the public were deprived of their rights, 
and with them of the fish on which they depended for their very subsistence. 

Complaints that produced no relief were made, recourse to the law was scarcely .open 
v> to men of no means, and riots occurred in different parts of the country. Government 
c. 106. 1C ' ^. en pteriered, and an Act of Parliament was passed in 1842, which threatened great 
mischief to the Irish fishex’ies. Under its provisions the owners of Several fisheries were 
empowered to erect fixed nets within their limits, or to allow their tenants or assignees to 
do so. The owners of land adjoining the seashores or estuaries were given similar power 
if they also occupied the land, and they might further permit their tenants to erect and 
use such nets if they held the land for certain terms of years, the minimum of which was 
fourteen. 

The title thus granted to engines of a description up to that time generally regarded 
as illegal, was accompanied by conditions. The public rights of fishery and of navigation 
were jealously preserved, narrow estuaries and the mouths of narrow rivers were pro- 
tected, a mesh was prescribed, an extension beyond low-water mark was in the case of 
Scotch nets prohibited, and Commissioners were appointed to see that these provisions were 

* The statement of the .Waterford Board (vide Appendix No. 9) Rives the takes in that district as consider- 
ably less ; but other information, on ■which we can rely, would lead us to infer that the reported decrease was 
confined to one part of the district. In the tidal part of the Barrow, for instance, the take has been excep- 
tionally great, e.g. one crew of a snap net (a man and his three sons), working in the public water, deposited 
in a bank in three weeks the sum of £45. 
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complied with. A complaint was, however, necessary to set this Commission in motion, 
and it did not move. The consequence was an enormous increase of fixed engines and a 
general cry of the decrease of salmon. The fishermen of the public water and those who 
cared for their interests coalesced with upper proprietors, and made common cause against 
instruments of novel introduction and the occasion of loss to all but those who used 
them. The fixed engine owners claimed a Parliamentary Title on the faith of the Act of 
1842. Against them it was alleged that many of the nets were and had always been illegally 
fished. Recourse was had to Parliament, and the Act of 1863 was passed, appointing a 
Special Commission, and separating it from the Board of Works— to which body the Fishery 
Department had been previously attached ; powers were given to this our Commission 
to act without a complaint, and, upon a summons directed to the person interested in the 
net, to inquire into the legality of every fixed engine in Ireland, and to remove those we 
mio'ht find used in contravention of any Act of Parliament or law in force in Ireland. An 
appeal was given from our decisions to the Court of Queen’s Bench, whose judgment is final. 

Actino- under the provisions of this and the other Fishery Acts, we have issued sum- 
monses to the owners of the different nets, their lessees, and the occupiers of land to which 
they are attached. We have, on the days named in those summonses, or on subsequent 
ones, required from each proprietor the proof of his title to erect the net under the Act of 
1842 and of his compliance with the conditions we have enumerated. On the occasion of 
each trial -we have admitted the public, by counselor otherwise, to appear against the nets. 
In some instances associations have been formed to bring evidence against them ; in others 
corporate bodies and individuals have been represented ; and we have thus enjoyed the 
very great advantage of having by far the majority of the. cases, and all the important 
ones, put before us by eminent counsel employed on either side. 

The result has been such as we believe no one was prepared for, and it has taken the 
public as well as ourselves completely by surprise. The owners of land had largely 
throughout Ireland availed themselves of the permission given by the Act of 1842, but 
they had almost invariably disregarded its conditions. Exclusive, or Several fisheries are 
not common in tidal waters ; but when the nets were erected within their limits, they were 
constantly placed in the fairway of the navigation. One net was found in the harbour itself 
of Ballyhack ; another, a bag-net, was stretched from the pier of the harbour of Portrush, 
and ran nearly parallel with the narrow entrance to a port situated at a part of the north 
coast recommended by a Royal Commission as requiring and well suited for a harbour of 



16 The owners of land erected nets on the shore adjoining portions of their property which 
they did not occupy, or allowed yearly tenants to erect them, and in no few instances they 
leased the nets to Billingsgate and other fish-factors who held no land from them whatever. 
Even where a title could be made under the provisions we have referred to of the Act of 
3 842, the nets were so placed as to become nuisances to the public. As already mentioned, 
the injury to navigation that might be caused by the position chosen was not considered; 
and so gross was the disregard of this public right, that in the case of the Bride the whole of 
the water-way was taken possession of. In nearly every case we personally inspected the 
weirs, that we might the better judge of the evidence produced before us; we generally 
did so in a boat ; but in the Bride this was impossible, and after proceeding a little 
distance up it we were compelled to land. There was absolutely no passage by water 
whatever. The injury done to other rivers, though not so serious, was often of a grave 
character. Captain Frazer, an officer to whom the public owe the Admiralty charts of 
Ireland, more than once reported the state of the Blackwater, and pointed out the effect 
produced by the siltage occasioned by the weirs, as well as the daily and, we may say, 
hourly impediment which they caused to the navigation of the river. On the burn, 
Nore, and Barrow, similar injury resulted. The traffic of small craft upon them is large, 
and the interference that traffic suffered was constant. The Foyle was studded by the nets 
of the Irish Society, and the approach to Londonderry was impeded; and the navigation 
of the Shannon suffered, though perhaps in a less degree, owing to the wideness of the 
river. Even here, however, a spot where the channel is exceptionally narrowed and 
rendered difficult by rocks and sand-banks, was chosen as a site for a Scotch weir. 

When the larger and more generally enjoyed right of navigation was thus commonly 
infringed, it is less matter for surprise that the provisions reserving the public right of 
fishing should have been treated with contempt. The common fishing ground for Snap 
and other floating nets was cut in two by Scotch weirs ; and m one instance on the 
Shannon, it was proved that, in the language of the fishermen, their drafting place was 
« middled” by such an erection. Indeed, so little respect was paid to this properly of the 
public, that the endeavours of our Fishery Commission to protect the public fisheries 
excited astonishment, and our power to inquire into any matter connected with them 
was questioned. It was insisted that the proviso of the 19th section of the Act of 1842 
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Navigation. 



“ Securing to the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty and all the subjects of this realm the ftp 
and full exercise and enjoyment of all other rights of fishing” — was absolutely of no effect 6 
and that the appropriation of a public fishery was not in contravention of any Act of 
Parliament or law in force in Ireland. 

The restriction within low-water mark was more generally observed, the construction 
of Scotch nets preventing any very great abuse in this respect ; but it was not uncommon 
to place one or more Bag-nets — engines which can be fished in any depth of water— at the 
end of a Scotch weir, and thus practically to defeat the object of the Act. And where doubt 
could exist as to the breadth of the channel, if the site were suitable, a net was erected. 

When we made our Report last year we had tried sixty-eight cases ; and we then 
expressed our wonder that only in one single instance had we met with any attempt 
on the part of the weir owners to comply with the conditions attached by the Act of 
1842 to the permission which it gave. We have since tried 204 cases, completing the 
inquiry into all the tidal fixed engines of Ireland, and we cannot say that this average 
of persons showing a wish to comply with the law has been greatly increased. Nor was 
it common to find a net offending in one particular only ; in some cases we confined the 
investigation to a single issue, as where it was proved that a net was fished by some person 
who had no authority to erect it, or where it was shown that it was so placed as materially 
to obstruct navigation, we thought it a waste of public time to go into other matters; but 
when we did so, we commonly found more than one provision of the statutes disregarded. 
In the Waterford estuary, for instance, we found a net fished without title, injurious to 
navigation, interfering with the public right of fishing, and projecting beyond low-water 
mark. In the Shannon we condemned a net as injurious to navigation and to the public 
fishing, as projecting beyond low water, and as erected on the site of a weir which had been 
previously condemned, this last being an offence against the 17 sec. of 13 and 14 Viet, 
c. 88, and subjecting the owner of the net to a penalty of not less than £20 for the 
offence, and to a further penalty of not more than £10, nor less than £2, for each day 
during which the fishing of the net was continued. J 

In short, the result of our inquiries has been to show that the Act of 1842 was universally 
abused. . Under its sanction, assumed by the weir owners, and unquestioned by the 
authorities, nets were illegally erected wherever they could be successfully fished, and its 
provisions were observed or disregarded as the circumstances peculiar to each net rendered 
expedient. It occasionally happened that the owner of the land adjoining the part of the 
estuary on which the net stood, was both the occupier of the land and of the net ; or that 
the land had been let for a term sufficient to justify the tenants fishing the net with the 
consent of the landlord, a consent, however, required by the Act to be in writing, and not 
always obtained. Where Several fisheries existed, the requirements of the Act were more 
simple, and consequently were more generally observed ; but so seldom had any dispo- 
sition ever been exhibited to comply with the Act, that in one or two cases a wish, proved 
to have been expressed on the net’s erection to work it legally, was strongly urged upon 
us by counsel, as a reason, from its unusual occurrence, for stretching the req uir ements 
of the law to meet those of the weir. 

We need scarcely, therefore, repeat what we stated last year, that the Act of 1863 has 
not in its working, so far as Scotch or Stake nets and Head weirs are concerned, interfered 
in any manner with the title and rights conferred by the Act of 1842 ; nor should we 
do so, but that the completion of our inquiry into the legality of these engines enables 
us to confirm, as regards the whole of them, what we then stated of a part. Whether these 
different nets were illegal, as is generally believed, before the Act of 1842 or not, they at 
least now derive their title from it. By its sanction alone could they be fished ; by its 
authority they have been tried, and by its provisions they have fallen. 

The course that might have been adopted before 1863, has been precisely that we have 
followed, and almost without exception the Stake nets and head weirs of Ireland, have 
been condemned under the Act of 1842. A list given in the Appendix of the cases heard, 
contains the grounds of our decision in each case, and to that we refer in justification of 
this statement. 

. ma y be well to add, before quitting this part of our subject, an expression of the 
views we have held on the question of navigation. We explained them in our last year’s 
Report, and we quote from it as we have nothing to retract from what is there stated, 
and nothing to add unless it be a declaration that we have constantly kept before us the 
distinction then drawn between the injury to navigation in fact, and the interference 
■with the public right, which is the necessary consequence pf planting any fixture in tidal 

“ The. publio right to pass freely over the whole navigable area of a tidal river is unquestioned ; hut to have 
recognised the right as- paramount, and to have removed all weirs that interfered with: it, would : have been to 
condemn at once every weir ia Ireland. We. have, therefore, limited the evidence to the injury done in fact; 
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ml unless it has been proved to our satisfaction that the subject of our inquiry was* ‘ a common annoyance,’ andt 
^a' damage to the navigation in the particular locality’ in which the weir was erected, we have not decided it to 
he a nuisance. 

a j n m any cases the captains of sea-going vessels of considerable burden were brought before us, and we were 
pressed, upon their evidence that the weir was not injurious to them, to decide that it was not injurious to 
navigation. To have given such a decision would have been to strain the law in one direction as widely as if on 
the other we had condemned all weirs as injurious to the public right. 

“It has been declared by eminent Judges^ that the small boat is as worthy of the law’s protection as the 
largest ship ; and whilst, on the one hand, we refuse to condemn a weir because it projects into the navigable 
area on the other, we hold that it is detrimental to navigation if it be established by evidence before us that it 
commonly obstructs and at times endangers the ordinary navigation of the locality, even if that navigation should 
be carried on by means of boats varying from seven tons downwards, as is the case on the Waterford estuary, or 
by the turf boats of twenty tons, and fishing craft of smaller dimensions peculiar to the Shannon.” 



As already stated, an appeal from our judgments is given to the Court of Queen’s Appeal. 
Bench : and the points of law we have had argued before us have been so numerous 
and so novel, that we are glad to say that this right of appeal has been largely used. A 
power is conferred upon us of refusing an appeal, but we have not exercised it on any 
occasion, having been most anxious that the sanction of the superior Court should be 
obtained in all cases where our decisions are justified by law, and that such errors as we 
may have committed should be corrected. A considerable number of these appeals is 
now waiting the consideration of the Court : in all such as have been yet heard our judg- 
ments havebeen confirmed, and several have been lately withdrawn. 

In writing thus of fixed engines generally, we have not, as may be observed, included Bag nets. 
Ba" nets in some of our remarks. These engines, first used in Ireland some years after the 
introduction of Scotch weirs, which in their turn are modern as compared with “Ancient 
Head weirs,” are differently treated by the Act of 1863. Whilst that Act preserved all legal 
Scotch weirs, it declared that no Bag net should be in future fished in an estuary, or within 
three miles of the mouth of any river ; and it further ordered us to define, by reference to 
maps or otherwise, the mouths of rivers and estuaries, extending in this respect the duties 
of the former Commission, who were only required to define the mouths of rivers in case of 
dispute. We have visited and held meetings in every district, with the exception of that of 
Wexford, for the purpose of performing this duty; and our definitions have caused the 
removal of a considerable number of Bag nets. We are, tl^prefore, unable to affirm 
positively that our statements of the illegality, under the Act of 1842, of all the other 
fixed engines, apply equally to Bag nets. In the latter case, where the nets were situated 
within tiie proscribed limits, we did not inquire whether they complied with the other 
provisions of the Fishery Acts, whilst each of the other engines was the subject of a 
separate trial ; but our information, and the evidence we received, fully justify us m 
concluding that inquiries into the legality of the Bag nets, would have shown them to be 
as illegal under the Act of 1842, as the Stake weirs were proved to be. Indeed m many 
instances this conclusion was established, as where, in the Shannon, Bag nets had been 
attached to Stake weirs, since condemned as -illegal. , 

An exemption from the general prohibition of the use of Bag nets within three miles of 
the mouth of a river, deserves to he referred to. By this provision the owner of a river, 
including all tributaries and lakes within its course, in the whole of which he has the 
exclusive right of catching salmon, is entitled to maintain any Bag net so situated that 
legally existed in 1862. Of the different claims made to such a property, as is required by 
this exemption, one only was established. In this, the case of the Bush, the evidence was 
by no means as clear as would have been desirable; but as no opposition was made to the 
claim when the case was at hearing, we allowed the difficulty of proving a Several fishery 
to make up to some extent for the deficiency in the proof, following here, as we have 
everywhere, the rule we have laid down, not to be too exacting of proof m a property 
such as a Several fishery, which must take its origin— in presumption at all events— irom 



a time prior to Magna Charta. . _ . , . 

The definitions above referred to of the mouths of rivers and estuaries, have been = 
published for a considerable portion of Ireland; some are m the hands of the lithographer, , 
and the remainder win be shortly completed. We have in each case attached to our , 
letterpress definition a lithographed map taken from the one-mch Ordnance map; and i 
where greater nicety of definition has been expedient, a tracing from the six-inch scale is < 
added. Copies, as far as published, have been lodged, as the Act directs, with the Clerks c 
of the Peace for the counties affected by them, and others may be had at our office on 
the payment of their cost. A simple means is thus provided of showing at a glance the 
distances within which bag nets have been prohibited by the late Act, and in what parts 
of rivers the use of draft or other nets is by the former Acts restrained. 



• Sir M. Hale. t Lord Campbell. t Baron Pennefather, J udges Burton, Crampton, Penin. 
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The principles upon which we have acted in making these definitions are stated in 
our last year’s Report. The subject is one of much difficult}-, and small assistance is to be 
derived in considering it from thequdicial decision of any Court, or from tlie less reliable 
authority of dictionaries. We . feaye, however, given the matter our best attention, and 
consulted such authority :as there is, including that of the Tay estuary and of the other 
Scotch cases, for ays felt in -.undertaking this portion of our duties that it was absolutely 
necessary to lay down fixed rules for our guidance, and to refuse to make use of our 

E owcr of definition as a means for abolishing fixed engines. The further experience we 
ave acquired during the past year has confirmed us in the views we adopted in the 
preceding one ; and we entertain very little doubt that they will be upheld if the subject 
should ever come before a higher Court. 

For conA r enience of reference, in a matter which affects large interests, we insert the 
paragraphs referred to. 

“ There was no object in determining the limits of estuaries under the Fishery Laws until the recent Act was 
passed ; but a definition of an estuary was given by the 1st section of 13 and 14 Viet. c. 88. It is there declared 
that ‘ the words estuary or bay shall include and extend to any harbour or roadstead.’ "We have here a statutable 
definition, but there may be and arc many places where a natural estuary is to be found, although there is no 
harbour or roadstead in the locality. In such cases we have defined the estuary according to the physical cha- 
racteristics of the locality. 

“ It is difficult to give an abstract definition of an estuary. The dictionaries generally describe it as an aim 
of tlie sea ; but wc consider that reference must be made to a number of features, all of which need not be found 
to exist in each case, but that the presence of a majority determines the limits. An estuary may, in general 
terms, bo described as the area in which the fresh and salt waters of the river and sea commingle. The features 
by which this may be limited and defined can be ascertained by examination and evidence. The tests are those 
which show the influence of the fresh water ; and, so far as that influence has power to affect and mark itself 
definedly upon the sea, we consider the estuary to extend. This fresh- water influence may be detected by 
analysis ; by taste ; by the presence of certain marine vegetable and animal forms of life ; by the formation 
of the land at the mouth of the river, and beyond the mouth ; by the banks or bars formed in part by the 
deposit brought from inland, in part by the conflict between the river and the ocean currents ; and by the chan- 
nels cut and kept scoured by the outward discharge of the inland waters. No one test is sufficient, but none 
should be disregarded : for instance, a river in time of flood may be traced 5, 10, 50 miles at sea, by the dis- 
coloration of the pure ocean water. The trace of such colour should not extend the cstuaiy to that distance ; 
but, on the other hand, such evidence of the presence of the fresh water must not bo lost sight of in determining 
the limits of an estuary. 

“ The catchment basin of the river, the estuary of which has to he determined, is to some extent, an index to the 
size ; but, on the other hand, a river that is confined between headlands at its junction, and after its junction 
with the sea, may demand a larger estuary than another of equal or even greater size which runs straight into 
the sea. In the last ease, the volume of the fresh water spreads over the open ocean ; its trace, except in floods, 
is almost instantaneously lost, and the power and velocity of its currents arc overcome. A bar is not uncommonly 
thrown np outside the mouths of such rivers : and this, together with the set of the tides, the distance to which the 
fresh is traceable in floods, and the volume of fresh water discharged, arc the points which must determine the 
limits of the estuary. But in the rivers which are confined between headlands, the fauces terra, as they have 
been termed in the Scotch courts, compress the descending stream, and, by preventing its expansion, give 
endurance to its strength. Further, the fresh water, which in the open-mouthed river is carried along the const 
by the tide and swallowed in tlie sea, is in the confined river dammed back by each flood-tide until, in the freshes 
of large rivers of this description, such as the Ness in Scotland, and the Shannon in Ireland, the area is filled 
Avith water almost fresh, at a part, in dry weather, occupied by the piue salt sea ; and in these cases it is 
common to find the ebb tide running on the surface seven or eight hours, and even almost continuously, instead 
of dividing the 12 hours with the iiood ; so that during the flood-tide a ship of 20 feet draught will be riding to 
the flood, and a vessel of half that (fraught heading the contrary way, under the influence of the descending fresh- 
water current. 

•• Thus, though the catchment basin of a river must be considered in determining the extent of its estuary, the 
formation of the land at the river's junction -with the sea to some extent overrules that test. 

" The tests by which the mouth of a river should be fixed are similar to those just mentioned, but they must 
be more strongly marked. "We commenced our inquiry under the opinion that the mouth was to be placed at the 
spot where at low Avnter of spring tides the inland current met that of the sea ; but an examination of the great 
number of rivers included in the districts wo have named, led us to modify that opinion. In some rivers, such as 
the Annagassan and Boyne, such a test would place the mouth of the river, during all conditions of tide but that 
of low Avater, at half-a-mile to li miles in the open sea ; and we have therefore held the river, tidal and fresh, 
to cud Avhere its banks are lost, or where they expand so much that the space betweon loses the character of a 
river channel, and we have fixed the mouth at that spot. 

“ The estuary will, in our view, extend from the limit of the fresh and tidal waters to the limit of the tidal 
and salt. 

“ The mouth may be more or less up or down this area, discharging the fresh or the mingled fresh and salt 
water into the outer portion of the estuary. 

“ In sueh a case as the Foyle, the mouth of the river will be wbero Lough Foyle spreads broadly out and 
receives the inland waters of the river, the basin or lough forming the body of the bottle, of which the river is 
the nook. In such a ease as the Shannon, confined by banks almost until the Atlantic is reached, the mouth of 
the river and the estuary will be almost coterminous ; but in all eases, something of the estuary, be it small or 
groat, must extend beyond the mouth of the river.” 

_ The application of these principles has been a matter of much nicety. The natural 
circumstances of the different rivers in some respect resemble each other so closely, 
whilst in others they are so dissimilar, that complete uniformity of decision is apparently 
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impossible. W e have, however, by a strict adherence to our common rules, and an 
exclusion from consideration of the effects of our decisions, discharged this duty in a 
manner which we hope will stand investigation. 

We have up to this point confined the detail of our Report, as we have to a great 
extent limited our labours, to the inquiry into the legality of .the fixed engines in tidal 
waters. We have now to refer to the fixed engines in fresh waters, or as they are often 
called, “ stone- weirs.” Neither description is exactly correct. The lax- weir at Limerick 
affords an example of a “fresh-water engine” standing in the tideway, and the Coolnamuck 
weir, on the Suir, of a “stone-weir” made of brushwood; but either term serves to 
distinguish them from the Stake-nets, Head-weirs, and Bag-nets, engines solely adapted 
for fishing in the tidal waters. 

A list of the stone-weirs in Ireland will be found in the A ppendix, No. 15; it is taken 
from a Parliamentary return presented 19th June, 1863 ; and we have corrected the infor- 
mation there given as far as our surveys yet made have enabled us to do so. With regard 
to these engines, we are directed by the 7th section of 26 and 27 Viet. c. 114, to institute 
an inquiry into their legality similar to that we have concluded on the tidal fixtures ; 
and as the extreme length to which the trials of the latter engines have been protracted 
has prevented our hearing any case of a stone-weir, it would perhaps be premature 
for us to express any opinion on the provisions of the Acts bearing on their legality, 
with the exception of so much of them as affect Queen’s gaps, noncompliance with 
which is especially declared not to be a cause of forfeiture. The 23 and 24 Geo. III. 
c. 40, required Queen’s gaps of 21 feet wide to be made in all weirs; a requirement 
which was in great measure negatived by 26 Geo. III. c. 50. The first of these 
Acts was repealed by 5 and 6 Viet. c. 106, but the provisions of both were practically 
re-enacted by the same Act. The 41st section of this the Act of 1842 requires a 
Queen’s gap to be constructed in the deepest part, and of one-tenth of the breadth 
of any river, or any branch thereof, over more than one-half of which a fishing-weir 
extends, such breadth, however, not in any case exceeding 40 feet. But subsequent 
provisions exempt the owners of all weirs who could not by law at the time of the passing 
of the Act be compelled to make such a gap, from any penalty for not making one 
until their claims for compensation for any loss sustained should be settled. Power was 
then given to the Commissioners, upon the application of any proprietor of fisheries in, 
or lands adjoining the river in which such a fishing-weir was placed, to require the 
owner of the weir to make a legal gap, and to agree with him as to the amount of 
compensation ; and further to determine in what respective proportions the proprietor 
of fisheries in, or of land adjoining the river should contribute to the payment of the 
sum agreed upon. In case of dispute the Commissioners were empowered to make 
an award, which, subject to an appeal to the Judge of Assize, was binding on all parties. 
These different provisions were never enforced ; and in 1850 further penalties were 
imposed upon weir owners who, not being exempted by prescription or other legal title 
from making Queen’s gaps, had neglected to do so (vide 13 and 14 Viet. c. 88, sec. 22) ; 
and further powers were given to the Commissioners to deal with the owners of the 
privileged weirs (Secs. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.) 

For all practical purposes these nine sections might have been omitted from the 
13 and 14 Viet. c. 88. No requisition was ever made to any weir owner to open a 
gap, and consequently the remaining steps in the scheme, from the award of the 
Commissioners to the record and enforcement of the judgment of the Court of Appeal, 
were never taken. 

It will have been seen that the law as regards weirs, when no exemption from the 
necessity of making a Queen’s gap could be pleaded, was more explicit ; in short, to such 
cases the re-enacted provisions of 23 and 24 Geo. III. c. 40, before they were frittered 
away by those of the 26th of Geo. III. s. 50, could be applied ; and in three instances, 
between 1842 and 1863, those provisions were enforced. At Galway a weir, so circum- 
stanced, had long existed ; but the Commissioners of the Board of Works, in constructing 
drainage and navigation works connected with Lough Corrib, rebuilt the weir in 1851, and 
placed a gap in it in a position different from that occupied by the original gap. The 
fishery was sold, and the new proprietor resisted the maintenance of the second gap. As 
way be supposed, he did not do so successfully; and we may mention in passing, that he 
is of opinion that the loss of his suit was attended with the greatest benefit to his fishery, 
and there can be no doubt that. its very largely increased value is to be mainly attributed 
to the opening of the weir. The breadth of the Board of Works’ gap, however, was only 
’ 16 feet ; and as the width of the river is 206 feet, we have been compelled to require a 
corresponding increase in the width of the gap — the Act of 1863 requiring, as did that 
°f 1842, all gaps to be of one-tenth part the breadth of the stream. At the Coleraiue 
“ Cuts,” as the fishing w r eir in the Bann is locally named, the same Commissioners^placed 
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a gap, in 1840, of 30 feet, when constructing certain works for the improvement of th 
navigation of that river. This gap was decreased to 18 feet by the same Board as 
Fishery Commissioners, in 1857. The breadth of the Bann at the site of this weir is 455 
feet. We held an inquiry on the subject at Coleraine, and determined upon the evidence 
and arguments adduced before us, to require a gap of 45 feet 6 inches, or one-tenth the 
breadth of the river. But having since had a conference with the Commissioners of the 
Board of Works as Trustees of the Bann navigation, at which it was pointed out that the 
weir was built for navigation purposes as well as for fishing, and that such a gap 'as we 
proposed would destroy the object with which the weir was built under the authorkv 
of 5 and 6 Vic. c. 89, we have dealt with it as a fishing mill-dam, vide infra , and have 
approved of a pass 30 feet in breadth, the sill to be uniform with the natural bed of the 
river. 

The third case to which we have referred occurred in 1861, when the Commissioners 
of Fisheries, upon the application of the Limerick Board of Conservators, enforced the 
provisions of the law against the owner of that weir. Fortunately the case was taken on 
appeal before the Court of Queen’s Bench ; and we have a very valuable judgment of the 
Chief Justice and Judges Fitzgerald and Hayes prescribing our duties and powers and 
throwing light upon provisions of a very complicated character. 

The Act of 1863 requires a gap, in accordance with the following regulations to be 
made in every fishing weir : — 

(1.) The free gap shall be situate in the deepest part of the stream : 

(2) . The sides of the gap shall be in a line with and parallel to the direction of the 
stream at the weir : 

(3) . The bottom of the gap shall be level with the natural bed of the stream above 
and below the gap : 

(4.) The width of the gap in its nai-rowcst parts shall not be less than one-tenth part 
of the width of the stream : provided ahvays that such gap shall not be required to be 
wider than 50 feet; and shall not in any case be narrower than 3 feet; and provided 
also that no. existing gap in any weir shall be reduced in width, or a gap of less width 
substituted in lieu thereof, or any alteration made therein, so as to reduce the flow of 
water through such gap ; 

And all claim to compensation is thereby negatived. 

The 12th section of the same Act prescribes rules for enforcing free gaps in weirs, and 
allows twelve months from its commencement for their construction. By the judgment 
referred to, it appears that we are not only the arbiters in case of dispute, but 
that we have power to pronounce a judgment in rem ; and that it is our duty not only to 
decide upon the legality of a gap when completed, but to point out how a legal gap can 
be constructed. The same Act requires the gap to be made by 28th July, 1864, but the 
legality of each weir will form the subject of an inquiry, which it has been impossible for 
us to undertake up to the present time. To assist the weir owners, however, to comply 
with the requirements of the Act, we have, in answer to applications very generally 
and properly made by them, held inquiries wherever we have been able, for the purpose 
of pointing out the size and position of the gap, reserving the larger subject of the legality 
of the weir for the coming year, thus possibly, but unavoidably, making an order respecting 
a part of a weir which may hereafter be shown to be entirely illegal. The table in the 
-appendix, No, 15, will show the cases we have dealt with, and our decisions ; in each case 
a plan has been prepared, showing the position which we have decided that the gap should 
occupy, the dimensions of which it should be constructed, and the level at which its bottom 
should be maintained. 

The 11th section of the Act of 1863 empowers us, in the case of a patent weir situated 
at a part of a river less than forty feet in breadth, to order an extension of twenty-four 
hours weekly close season in. the place of a gap ; and we have exercised that authority in 
the case of the weir at W aterville, where it was shown that the effect of a gap would be 
the 'total and complete destruction of a weir of very ancient date, and that the proprietor 
would have no other means of working his chartered fishery. 

The Act of 1863 specially provides for the case of fishing mill-dams, a term which it 
declares to comprise all dams used, or intended to be used, partly for the purpose of 
catching or facilitating the catching of fish, and partly for the purpose of supplying water 
for milling or other purposes. It is declared by sec. 16, that it shall not be lawful to use 
any instrument except rod and line for the capture of fish at or within fifty yards above 
or below such dam, unless there is attached to it a fish-pass of such form and dimensions 
as we approve, nor unless it have such a flow of water constantly running through it as 
will enable salmon to pass up and down it. This most useful provision is borrowed from 
the English Act of 1861. We have met three cases of fishing mill-dams — one at Cole- 
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riane, already referred to ; the second at Cork, where compliance with the section would 
entail greater loss upon the milling power than probably the fishery is worth, and conse- 
quently fishing there is at present abandoned ; the third at Ballyshannon, for which a 
plan of a fish-pass is now preparing. 

It may be convenient here to state what has been done with reference to erecting fish- Fisli-passes, 
passes at simple mill-dams. To overcome these very serious impediments to the ascent MM-dams. 
of the fish is of the greatest importance. The limit to the productive power of a river 
is the quantity of spawning ground it possesses. To deny the fish access to the breeding 
beds is practically to diminish that productive power, and so to detract from the natural 
wealth of the district; and no more effectual means of entailing loss on the fisheries can 
be devised than the erection of impassable dams across a river or its tributaries. 

Mr. Smith, of Deanston, in Perthshire, many years ago invented and applied a fish-ladder 
or pass to a mill-dam at that place so framed as to enable the fish to ascend without injury 
to the milling power. This ladder has served as the model of all that have been since 
constructed, and we may almost say that these last have succeeded or failed as they have 
more nearly approached or have deviated from the form of the original pass. Many 
attempts have been made, however, to improve upon it, and the consequence is seen in 
Ireland in a number of failures. Steep gradients have been substituted for au easy 
incline, and mathematical principles applied which the fish do not seem to have under- 
stood. 

The evil thus occasioned has been felt in more ways than one. Men seeing the failure of 
the passes erected, took no steps to erect others. Whole rivers were in some cases kept 
closed, and numerous tributaries remained barren. Occasionally, no doubt, exceptional 
floods would carry a few fish over the obstruction ; but for all practical purposes the 
amount of ground lost for breeding purposes was very great, and even where the dams 
of smaller size were of less consequence they afforded opportunities for unfair fishing, 
not lost upon the poachers. 

The Act of 1863 did not disturb the law then existing as it affected fish passes, except 5 & 6 Tic. 
by giving powers to authorized persons to inspect them at all times. And that law c - 10G > 3 - 
provided that no dam should be thereafter built without a pass, and gave power to the 
Commissioners to attach passes to existing dams on an application from any person 
interested in the fishing of the river, at the expense of the applicant. These provisions 
were not, however, always enforced. A mill weir, for instance, on the Camgaline river, 
was surveyed about 1859, by order of the then Commissioners of Fisheries, and a plan of a 
pass for it was designed and approved. A new weir was built in 1860, and a pass was 
constructed iu some respects in accordance with that plan ; but as it was built upon the 
surface of the weir instead of being let into it, the only place on the weir which appeared 
to us to be absolutely impassable is that occupied by the contrivance designed for their 
passage. The number of passes hitherto constructed has been small, but the attention 
of the owners of fisheries and of beards of conservators has now been directed to the 
subject, and we are glad to say that in consequence of reports we have published on 
the state of the Shannon and Suir, surveys have been made and passes planned 
for several dams on those rivers and their tributaries. The Board of "Works, as 
Commissioners of the Shannon Navigation, have also in the past year built passes in 
two of the navigation weirs on that river ; and the very defective pass at Athlone, and 
the absolutely useless one of Tannonbarry, have been replaced by new, and, we hope, 
useful structures. A great improvement has been made, too, in the River Blaekwater by 
the opening of a Queen’s gap at Lismore, and a fish-pass is about to be attached to the 
weir at Fermoy. We may add, that there is a wide extent of valuable water lying waste ; 
and that, hurried as our inspection of the rivers has necessarily been, we have seen 
many suffering from natural or artificial obstructions, and others entirely profitless 
because inaccessible. . . 

It may be well to mention very shortly two instances in which success has to a different 
extent attended efforts made to overcome natural impediments. The Ballisodare river 
was barred by heavy falls near the mouth. Ladders were constructed at their sides, and in 
addition the worst of them has been rendered passable ; the result is the establishment 
of a valuable salmon fishery. At Doohulla, in Connemara, a small river connected with 
the sea a chain of lakes frequented by white trout, hut such. passage as the stream afforded 
was insufficient for salmon. A cut was made about nine years ago. ^ Salmon, however, ^ 
did not enter by it, and. artificial breeding was tried in November, 1859. The escape ci 
the fry downwards, in all about 2,000, from the place in which they were detained was 
permitted two years and two months after they were hatched. About 700 were marked. 

No grilse were observed to return that summer, although a net was occasionally hauled 
for them. In the next year, 1863, a box was set in the artificial cut, and by it, on the 
20th of June, the first grilse (of 4 or 5 lbs. weight) was taken. During that season, by 
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tlie box and the net, about 130 fish were caught. In the last season we are informed that 
some salmon have been taken, and including grilse more fish have been caught than in 
1863, but that the increase has not been marked; and an application was made to us for 
salmon ova for the purpose of increasing the stock. 

It will be observed that this experiment does not prove whether any of the fish which 
went to the sea as smolts returned as grilse in the same year or not. In the first place 
the fry when turned out of the breeding ponds were still in the par stage, and it was not 
shown that they became smolts that year and went to sea ; indeed some of the fish 
marked as par in 1862 were taken as smolts in the lower lakes in 1863. Secondly there 
was no box set in 1862 ; so that some grilse might very easily indeed have returned 
without being observed. 

We have given these details from the information we received at Doohulla, as the 
duration of salmon in the sea after their descent as smolts is a subject of some 
interest and of great dispute ; and it would seem that the experiments here tried have 
neither proved, as has been often asserted, that a salmon fishery could be created and 
maintained by artificial breeding, or that no fish return as grilse who have not passed 
fourteen months in the salt-water. 

Local man- The Act of 1842 intrusted the superintendence of the Irish Fisheries to Commissioners • 

agement. and the powers thereby conferred upon them were confirmed and extended, whilst the 
constitution of the Board was amended by 7 and 8 Viet. c. 108 ; 8 and 9 Viet. c. 108 ; 
9 and 10 Viet. c. 114; 11 and 12 Viet. c. 92 ; 13 and 14 Viet-, c. 88. To the two last 
of these Acts we have now to draw attention. Under them, Boards of Conservators 
are formed to whom the local management is intrusted ; and funds are raised by the 
imposition of a licence duty upon every engine used for the capture of salmon and eels, 
and of a rate upon each several fishery according to its value. We referred in our 
report last year to the 11 and 12 Viet., c. 92, and expressed our belief that but for 
this Act the Irish fisheries would now scarcely exist as objects of mercantile importance. 
The experience of the last year has confirmed us in this opinion, but lias shown us at 
the same time that, excellent in most respects as are the principles of that measure, 
and useful to a great extent as it has proved, its provisions are most complicated, 
easy to evade, ancl open to grave abuse. The proper management of the fisheries is a 
matter of such vital importance to their prosperity, that, although this Report has already 
grown to an undue length, we think it our duty to bring the subject under your 
Excellency’s notice ; and in order that we may do so clearly, we will first briefly sketch 
the system in force under the Act to which we are referring, and then show the "manner 
in which it works, by reference to the case of the Shannon, at once the largest and the 
most valuable of the Irish rivers. 

Acting under 11 and 12 Viet. c. 92, the then Commissioners divided Ireland into 
fishery districts, and each district into two or more electoral divisions. A Board of 
Conservators was appointed for each district. This Board was composed of ex-ofiicio and 
ot elected members. The ex-officio members consisted of owners, lessees, or occupiers of 
Several fisheries, valued under the Poor Law Act at £100 or upwards per annum — one 
person only being entitled to sit on the Board for each fishery. 

The elected Conservators were chosen for each electoral division by persons paying 
licence duty, section 7 of 11 and 12 Viet. cap. 92, enacting that the “elected Conservators 
shall be elected annually* by the persons who shall have paid licence duty, and been 
licensed "within each electoral division in the current year.” Licence holders were 
entitled to vote in person or by proxy, according to forms and regulations to be 
prescribed by the Commissioners. To each licence holder was given one or more votes, 
not exceeding four, the number being in proportion to the amount of licence duty 
paid by him, and according to the following scale : — Under £2, one vote ; under £o, 
two votes ; under £10, three votes ; over £J0, four votes. 

It was the intention of the Act that each subdivision of a fishery district, and conse- 
quently each interest in it, should be represented on the Board. That the men, for 
instance, who work their nets in the tidal "waters should meet the representatives of the 
rod fishers coming from the fresh rivers ; and that whilst property should be represented 
to a certain extent jn proportion to its amount, too great influence should not be vested 
m the hands of an individual. 

Grave complaints have been made to us, and the experience of the past year has 
shown, that this intention has been defeated. It requires no great skill to calculate the 
strength of the different interests in the respective divisions. When such calculation is 
made it is most easy to defeat the intention of the Act. Not only can licences be taken 
out even after the season has closed, but a practice in contravention of the law has arisen 
of permitting men to fish without a licence, on the understanding that they would take 
* The election is made triennial by 1 3 and 14 Viet. c. 8S, s. 2. 
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one out in the course of the year. Such a disregard of the Act permits persons desiring 
to influence an election to delay taking out the licence until its approach ; and as 
the Act does not in terms require the licence to be taken out in the electoral division 
where the engine is situated, the number of licences proper to any hostile division could 
be outvoted by a judicious transfer to it of the votes derived from payment of licence 
duty on engines used in another division fifty miles away. 

Again, the licence duty must be paid on each engine, but such licence need not be made 
out in the name of the owner or lessee ; and when the amount of duty paid exceeds the 
£10, which gives the maximum of four votes, the licence duty for the one property can 
be paid in the names of different persons, and the votes multiplied to the full extent 
admitted of by the amount, paid. Dexterous management of this description would 
place the control of the fisheries in the hands of a section of the Board ; and it is in 
the power of an active and clever man to return the Board from whom he may 
immediately obtain an appointment and authority, for the exercise of which he is only 
responsible to those whom he returns. It may readily be conceived how much dissatisfac- 
tion and even loud and constant complaint such a state of things has produced. To wield 
the powers conferred on Boards of Conservators is an object much prized and eagerly 
sought for. So much so that the lessee of one fishery, during an election held within his 
district, a few years since, which seemed to be going against his nominee, took out a large 
number of licences, paying the sum requisite to obtain the votes necessary to turn the 
election in his favour. In a similar manner votes have been purchased at Ennis, in the 
Limerick district, but at this latter place the Inspecting Commissioner who was present 
refused to receive them. Again, the proprietor of another fishery, with the liberality peculiar 
to Ireland, freely gives the use of his water to rod fishermen. Very fairly (and we wish 
in the interest of the district funds that this condition was more frequently imposed), 
he requires that a licence should be taken out within his district ; but at one time he 
ensured his power over the Board by also requiring that the right of voting attached to 
the licence should lie assigned to him. 

We now proceed to refer to the case of the Shannon, as it will exemplify the system 
in force and its faults. That river is in the Limerick district, which includes six electoral 
divisions. The sum raised by licence duties in 1863 was £1,339. After the election 
of Conservators held in this district, in October last, the methods of evading the law 
above described were first brought under our notice, and we have since received repeated 
communications on the subject. Complaints were made to us of the reception at the 
election in Division E of a number of licences taken out for engines used in Division F, 
by means of which it was alleged that the local voters belonging to Division E were 
swamped. We endeavoured to ascertain the number of votes given under licences for 
engines used outside the limits of the division, but the Clerk of the district could not 
give the information. It seems, however, to be admitted that votes are transferred from 
one division to another, and are manufactured by taking out licences in the names of 
persons who do not pay for them. Where such practices prevail, it is not to be wondered 
at that men doubt the fairness of the administration, especially as conservators elected 
from the lower part of the Shannon have remained as active members of the Board 
after they have been fined for non-compliance with the Fishery Laws ; and as, moreover, 
the poaching which prevails in that same portion of the river, has been so exceptionally 
great as to attract public attention even out of the district. In the spring a provision of 
the Act of 1863, prohibiting all fishing in fresh water between eight, p.m., and six, a.m.. 26 &27 Vic. 
above the division between tidal and fresh waters, was not enforced, and we found it neces- c - H4, s. 24. 
sary to direct the attention of the officer of the Board to it, at first vei’bally, and then in a 
Report published on the 23rd May. On 9th of April we fixed the boundary between the 
tidal and fresh waters of the Shannon to be at Corbally mill-dam. The Clerk of the Board 
states that he gave immediate orders to his bailiffs to report the first breach of the law they 
might detect. But although the fishing was nightly carried on in the most open manner 
from the above boundary up to Lough Derg, no prosecution was instituted till late in 
May. On the 24th some men at Killaloe were at last fined, but up to the close of the 
season an exemption in favour of “ the several fishery next above the tidal flow ” was 
construed to include an extent of fresh water just above Limerick, held under separate 
titles by several different persons. In August, and therefore in close season, we were 
informed that, the amount of fishing carried on just below Limerick by a body of men 
known as the Coonagh fishermen, was so great as seriously to threaten the breeding stock 
of the river. A representation to the Board produced an answer from the. Clerk* to the 
effect that he had only one boat, with two men, to look after some twenty miles of river at 
this point, and that the poachers were very numerous, and so determined and skilful that 

* The Board, on receipt of our representation, authorized tbeir Clerk to send a reply, and further empowered 
him in future to answer, when he deemed necessary, any letter that might be addressed to them by us. 
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he would require as many bailiffs as there were fishermen to check it — to collect such a 
force was impossible, as he could not hire extra men at 1 5s. a week. Lower down 
the estuary there is reason to believe that bag-nets, which are here altogether illegal, have 
been systematically used throughout the season, with the knowledge, as is asserted to 
us, of some of the water-bailiffs, and there is proof that the nets have been largely fished 
during the close season. In June the use of some bag-nets had been reported, and" one 
was seized by the bailiffs. On the 18th August a report was made by the coast-guard that 
they had found two bag-nets attached to a stake-weir at Ililmore — a weir delivered 
into their custody after condemnation and pending appeal. We wrote at once to the 
coast-guard and police authorities to l’equest their assistance, and to the Board callino- 
their attention to the matter. From that time numerous seizures were made. The 
coast-guard took five nets, the police one, the bailiffs of the proprietor of the Lax-weir 
thirteen, and the bailiffs of the Board five. In all, no less than twenty-four ba^-nets 
have been seized this year in the Shannon estuary. The existence of poaching to°such 
a scandalous extent as is thus shown, and which seems to have prevailed in one form or 
another on the whole of the lower and tidal part of the Shannon, coupled with the fact 
that the persons interested in that portion of the river constitute the majority of the 
Board, chosen in the manner we have mentioned, has led to impressions being formed 
which, unfounded or not, have impaired the public confidence in the management of the 
fisheries of the river. Whether the difficulties in the way of checking this poaching 
have been so great as to render the best-directed and zealous efforts useless, or whether 
the rate of wages has been so high that bailiffs could not be procured, as is stated, or 
whether the lower portions of the Shannon afford peculiar facilities for poaching and 
oppose equal difficulties to preservation, we will not attempt to decide ; but it is°to be 
regretted exceedingly, in the interest of the Fisheries, and consequently of the public 
that evasions of the law such as we have described should have been coincident with 
excessive illegal fishing. The position is full of anomaly, and open to suspicion, which is 
occupied by the officer of a Board who has the power (even though it be unused) of 
influencing the return of its members, and whose duty it is to enforce the law against 
those from whom he derives his salary and authority. However scrupulous and zealous 
his conduct may really be, fishermen, who are often suspicious and constantly discon- 
tented, will not give lum the credit that may be his due ; and we need scarcely say that 
the prevalence or even the existence of a belief that the law is enforced with different 
degrees of severity in different portions of a district, acts most injuriously upon the 
fisheries within it. 

We have given great prominence, as its importance deserves, to this case of the Shannon, 
but some of the practices alluded to in this part of our report have occurred in other 
districts, and we now add another instance where, in a different manner, the provisions of 
^ 92 12 If ^ le h ave been simply ignored. The Clerk of each Board is directed to furnish us 
C. w, 3. 66. « with an account of all moneys received and disbursed relating to each district.” Not 
receiving any from the Clerk of the Letterkenny district, we wrote to require them, and 
■were informed in reply that the Conservators always held a meeting at the close of each 
year, and after deducting all expenses incurred by their officer, they divided the remainder 
of the fund standing to their credit between the proprietors or lessees of the different 
fisheries, who undertook with them the payment of the water bailiffs whom they might 
appoint. No account was, however, rendered by these gentlemen of the manner in 
which they applied their respective shares of the fund ; and though we have not the 
slightest reason to doubt that the statement made by the Clerk that" the sum allotted to 
each fell short of the expenses incurred, we cannot but wonder at the utter disregard 
shown by the Board to the requirements of an Act of Parliament from which they derive 
them authority. 

The Act of 1863 declared ‘‘that in October, 1864, all existing Boards should cease, and 
new Boards be elected ; ” and it added to the Boards so to be chosen, as ex-officio members, 
all Magistrates paying licence duty, and being owners of land abutting on rivers or lakes in 
the district. 

We published in September, as authorized by the 11 and 12 Vic. cap. 92, the regu- 
lations for the conduct of the October elections, given in the Appendix No. 14. The 
elections took place at the time . appointed in all the districts, except that of Sligo. The 
Clerk of that Board did not issue the requisite notice ; no Board was consequently 
formed. After the day on which the election should have taken place, the circumstances 
were reported, and we immediately used the power conferred upon us bv the 13th 
sec. of 13 & 14 "Viet. c. 88, appointing a time and place for the election. The district, 
however, remained necessarily without any Board for the space of a month. The 
omission on the part of the Clerk might have been accidental, but the position occupied 
by him of dependence upon the dominant interest in the Board, has led to complaints 
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beinc made to us that the neglect was wilful, and committed with the object, to a certain 
extent attained, of leaving the district without a Board. We regret the circumstance 
the more, as the same officer has been re-appointed, and it is the second occasion in which 
the same fault, unknown out of the Sligo district, has been committed by him. 

There remains connected with the subject of the management of the fisheries the Funds, 
question of funds. As already stated, a licence duty is levied under the 11 and 12 Yic. 
c. 92, upon all engines used for the capture of salmon or eels. A schedule attached to 
that Act names a maximum sum as payable upon each description of engine ; and power 
was mven in the first instance to the Commissioners to fix the amount not exceeding 
that maximum to be paid on the engines in each district, and subsequently to the Board 
of Conservators, to vary the amount so fixed, with the consent of the Commissioners. 
Advantage was at once taken of this power to fix the amount at one-half the maximum. 

As long as the non-stationary nets were obliged to compete with stake-nets and bag-nets 
there was some justification for reduction in their favour. The maximum fixed by the 
11 and 12 Vic. c. 92, pressed more heavily upon the former than on the latter class of 
engines when the respective power of capture by the two was considered ; and besides, 
the amount raised by the licence duties on the fixed engines to some extent sufficed 
for the wants of the district. These reasons no longer exist.. The fisheries will be 
once more almost entirely worked by movable engines; and it is necessary, as well 
as just, that the expenses of the preservation of the river from which they draw their 
supply of fish should be borne by them. It must be remembered also, that should the 
fisheries remain of their present value only (and this we do not for a moment apprehend), 
the number of fish taken by the non-stationary nets, and rods will.be increased, by the 
number, — once, but now no longer — caught by the fixtures, by which, in such rivers as 
the Shannon and those at Waterford, nearly the whole produce was captured. Where, 
therefore, it was worth while to pay a licence of 10s. for a rod, £1 now may well be 
asked, and the net which contributed £1 or £2 may fairly be required to give a double 
amount. Indeed it becomes a matter of serious consideration whether the maximum scale 
attached to the 11 and 12 Vic. c. 92, is any longer suited to the requirements and changed 
circumstances of the rivers. There can be no question that the funds at present raised 
are net sufficient to develop fully the resources of the fisheries — that is to say, that with 
more mouey more fish might be produced and brought into the market. So much might 
be done with money that we believe that in very many instances doubling the funds 
. would double the number of fish; in other words, the fishermen who now give to the 
district fund the price of three or four salmon, and in return take fifty or one hundred 
fish, would pay the price of six or eight, and be enabled to capture one or two hundred. 

We need scarcely say that the takers and consumers would be equally gamers by the 
change. The opinion of all practical fishermen will confirm this view. The persons, tor 
instance, who farm such private fisheries as those of Galway or .Ballina, spend large sums 
in protection over and above the amount of the duty to which they are liable by the 
Act, We are informed that at Galway from eighty to one hundred men are employed 
every winter by the owner of the fishery, and that the lessee of Ballina spends upwards 
of £1,000 a year on the preservation of the Moy. . , , 

The saying that a man who pays a high rent must farm highly is common both to 
the lessees of land and of salmon fisheries. It is as applicable to a public fisherv as it is 
to an exclusive one, and the rate of expenditure in cultivation which an individual adopts . 
when he is able, with advantage to himself, his neighbours, and the consumer, may veil 
he imposed upon the public. Impressed with the necessity of increasing, the district 
funds we have endeavoured to raise the licence duties imiyersally to the maximum, w e 
have no authority to do so ourselves, our powers being limited to the approval or rejection 
of such changes as may be agreed upon by the conservators of the different districts 
But we have represented the circumstances to the different Boards, and strongly mged 
them to take a step which we believe will be attended with much bene 
under their control. We are glad to say that we have met with a v^g^eral suOTOrt, 
as will he seen by reference to Appendix No. 4, which shows the districts in which the 
licences have been raised since our appointment. . „ , 

But for one difficulty we think we should have carried out almost an univeia.al reform. 

The net licences are local ; those paid on rods are general. The payment of a toice f 01 
instance, on a net in the Waterford district will not entitle its holder to fish m the \Vexiord, 

but a licence on a rod taken out in Dublin is good all over Ireland. e a 

and many others therefore feared, when they agreed to increase the scale °t their 
licences, that if they raised the duty on rods withm their district to £1, many persons 
who fished their waters would take out the licence m Dublin or Cork, and then funds 

Nor was tins fear unwarranted. So ready were some Boards to divert to themselves the 
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income of their neighbours, that the Cork Conservators, as was reported to us, made haste 
to establish agencies for the sale of their 10s. licences within the Limerick district, where 
the cost is ill, or, as the Clerk of the Cork Board explains, to sell to a person residing in 
the Limerick district, a number of licences applied for by him for the purpose of resale. 
In Cork again, we are informed that a Distributor of Killarney licences has been 
established for nearly ten years. Accepting the explanation given by the Cork clerk, such a 
practice, and the course also adopted there, in Dublin, and elsewhere, of advertising the 10s. 
licences of those districts, as entitling their holders to fish within any distinct, are contrary 
to the spirit of the Act, unfair, and most objectionable. The result must be to prevent 
any district imposing a higher licence than is paid within the lowest rated, and the licence 
may become nominal. The matter is so grave that Parliamentary interference is 
absolutely required. With regard to the establishment of agencies out of the limits of a 
district, fortunately the llt,h & 12th Vic. c. 92, authorizes Conservators to nominate 
Distributors of Licences within their own district only; and we have therefore been 
enabled to stop this abuse ; but to such an extent was it carried some years ago, that the 
Dublin Board allowed a commission of 50 per cent, to a Distributor appointed by them 
in the Ivillarney district, in retaliation for the establishment of a Distributor in Dublin by 
the Killarney Board. The illegality of this proceeding seems to have been overlooked. 
It may be as well, therefore, that the public should now be informed that licences thus 
issued are illegal, and the holders may, by using them, be subjected to the penalties imposed 
by the 13th & 14th Viet. c. 88 ; and we have issued a circular to the different Boards on 
the subject. 

Several applications have been made to us to alter the existing close seasons.* W e have felt, 
however, that this is a subject which requires most careful consideration, and that the time 
of a great change in the working and management of the fisheries would be ill-chosen 
for such investigations, as it would be desirable to hold before giving any decision. No 
river in the United Kingdom can be opened earlier or continue fishing later than the 
others without producing an effect upon them. As long as the market is open, and a high 
price given for fish, an irresistible inducement is offered to the poacher; and the difficulties 
of protection in the Lismore or BaUyshannon districts, and we may add, in the Severn 
and Tweed, are greatly enhanced by early opening in Kerry and Dublin. The general 
effect therefore of any determination, as well as the particular advantage to be derived 
from it, require consideration ; and for the reasons above stated, as well as that we had 
not time to take up the matter fully, we have postponed it altogether. But one matter 
connected with it has been repeatedly brought before our notice by Boards as well as by 
individuals, and as it has already produced serious alarm, and exemplifies the whole 
subject, we will briefly refer to it. 

The 23rd section of the Act of 1863 declares angling by means of rod and line to be 
legal from February 1 to November 1, and it seems doubtful whether any power is given 
to our Commission to vary this extension. The matter probably escaped the attention of 
Parliament, for we can hardly think that it could have been intended to empower a 
Commission to alter the close season for nets, and thus to affect large commercial and 

? ublic interests, and not to intrust them with any discretion as regards rod-fishing. 

he principle upon which an extension of season in favour of rods has been granted in 
England and Scotland, and now in Ireland, is sound and just, even when carried to 
the verge of excess. The loss incurred by the quantity of fish taken by fair angling for 
sport alone is utterly disproportioned to the gain arising from the rod-fisherman’s 
presence on the river. His exertions and his keepers do fully as much for the protection 
of the breeding fish as the bailiffs of the Board, and of the funds of that Board he not 
unfrequently contributes the half, whilst in some cases he pays the whole expense of such 
preservation as is given to the river. The fish are produced within his property, and from 
local circumstances he not uncommonly never sees one until the end of the net season 
approaches. In fairness, as well as in policy, it is then right to give him such so-called 
privileges as will purchase his support, and even to allow him to fish so late as the end 
of October, when in many rivers at all events not one in a hundred will be fit to kill. 
But where the proprietors of the upper waters do . not desire so great a prolongation of 
the season these reasons do not apply. Each fish that is killed on such rivers after the 
day at which the proprietors would be content to close is a loss to the common stock, 

* With reference to the extension of the angling season, and to the rod licences, we have received resolutions 
from different Boards, and we insert those passed at a very fall meeting of the Ballina District as an example : — 

Ballina, 10th October, 1804. 

It was resolved : — “ That Parliament should be petitioned to increase the powers of the Special Commis- 
sioners of Irish Fisheries, that they might alter the angling season when required.” 

It was also resolved : — “ That the upper proprietors be solicited to co-operate with the Board of Conservators, 
and not grant permission to angle for salmon on their properties unless the licence be taken out in the district." 
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without any gain whatsoever. No extra support is obtained, no persons are induced to 
subscribe to the funds, or to protect their water, who would not otherwise do so, and the 
permission given to some to kill legally, facilitates the poaching of others. Nor does the 
evil of this ill advised section end here. It is taken from the English Act of 1861, without 
the provisions attached to that Act giving powers to the Home Office to alter the term, 
and without the prohibition of sale there contained. In England no salmon caught in 
the country can be sold between the 3rd of September and 2nd of February. In Ireland fish 
may be sold from the earliest opening to the latest closing day, and the effect of the 
extreme extension to rods, which is at once grievously complained of by the net-men, and 
underired by the great majority of the rod-fishermen, is to enable the poacher to dispose 
without question or concealment of his spoil, for months perhaps after the market is closed 
to all persons who legally supply it. In Limerick, this year, in the close season, the fish 
known to be captured by the Coonagh-men, whom we have mentioned, were openly sold; 
and the Clerk of the Board, whose attention was called to the circumstance, replied that 
the sale was perfectly legal. Even in England a prosecution broke down respecting some 
twenty fish that were seized at Folkstone, in October last; for it was shown that they came 
from Cork, and they might have been taken by the rod. Very lately, however, it was 
held by the Chairman of the county of Kilkenny that the onus of proving that fish taken 
in the close season for nets were captured by the rod lies upon the person possessing 
them — a decision which, though it does not remove the faults we have pointed out, will 
in some measure facilitate the punishment of offenders. 

The Irish rivers are happily circumstanced as regards pollution. The number of rivers Pollution, 
injured is small; the injury occasioned is in most instances very temporary, and pre- 
cautions of at once a cheap and easy application would further diminish the evil. The 
Arklow rivers, in "Wicklow, alone are damaged by mines. The Liffey, by defective sewage 
arrangements. And the annoyance rather than material injury caused by flax water, is 
the sole other cause of complaint. 

The mass of more important business we have had to deal with has induced us to leave 
the mining question untouched, confined as it. is to one county, and to rivers of very 
secondary importance. On the state of the Liffey, however, we held an inquiry, which 
showed that it is polluted to a fearful extent. There can, indeed, be little question that 
the proximity of Dublin to the Irish Channel alone saves the fisheries of the river from 
destruction, and the inhabitants of the city from consequences into which it is not our 
province to inquire. Fortunately the filth is never permitted to accumulate. The quays 
on either side increase the scouring power of the ebb, which twice a day carries the matter 
discharged from the sewers beyond the returning influence of the flood. But experiments 
made in August last showed that the water was at places so filthy as to cause almost instant 
death to fish, and the fishermen of the estuary gave us evidence which proved, that 
numbers of salmon have this year been killed by it. We understand that the condition of 
the Liffey is now under the consideration of the Dublin Corporation. To any one who 
has passed along the quays at low water, the poisonous smell of the river must have 
proved the absolute necessity of some remedy being quickly applied to this gross evil ; and 
we trust — in the interest of the population of Dublin, far more than of the fisheries of the 
Liffey — that the body who have lately spent time and trouble, and money, in endeavouring 
to procure a supply of pure water for their city, -will not neglect to provide for a proper 
discharge of the foul. 

The rapid manner in which the cultivation of flax is extending itself through Ireland Flax, 
renders it more necessary than it has hitherto been that some restraint should be placed 
upon the extravagant carelessness with which the steeping water has been and is now' often 
permitted to escape into the rivers. After the flax is cut and tied in bundles it is placed 
in pits filled with water. In them the non-fibrous matter of the plant decomposes. After 
a few days’ steeping the flax is removed, and spread on grass to bleach. The water left 
in the pit is charged with decomposed vegetable matter of the most valuable character for 
manure, and of noxious qualities in other respects. For convenience the pits are often 
dug at or near the banks of streams, and the small dam of sods which separates the foul 
from the clean water is thrown down when the flax is removed. The flax water then finds 
its way into the rivers, and to such an amount that the Bann, a river second in. size only 
to the Shannon, smelt and tasted of it to a nauseous degree this year at Coleraine. The 
loss to the fishermen thus occasioned is, at times, considerable ; and if there should be a 
continuance of dry weather, injury is, no doubt, also done to the fisheries ; for the fish will 
not enter the rivers so stained, and the fry must suffer severely'. On the other hand, as is 
almost invariably the case with pollution, this matter out of place is much needed else- 
where. Flax is an exhausting crop to the land, but a great portion of that which the 
plant takes from it may be restored with the steeping.liquor. The vigour of the vegetable 
growth at. the side of the steeping pit, dug perhaps in the poorest soil, must havens truck 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




18 



REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS, & c . 

any person passing through a flax district, and the field on which the flax is bleached 
looks as if it had received a dressing of manure. The penalties imposed by the 60th 
section of the 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, upon persons allowing any deleterious or poisonous 
liquid to flow into any river or lake, have been most wisely enforced against the flax 
growers in some districts of the North ; and we hope that it will not take a long per- 
sistence in this wholesome administration of the Act of Parliament to put an end to a 
practice which is at once contrary to law, injurious to the fisheries, and a wilful waste 
of very valuable manure. 

For a more detailed account of our proceedings, and for such other statistical infor 
mation as we. have been able to obtain, we beg to refer to the Appendix. Tables are- 
inserted therein showing — 

. The. different fixed engines tided during the past year, and the result of the judgment 
given in each case. — App. No. 1. 

The rivers whose mouths and estuaries we have defined. — App. No. 2. 

The close seasons now in force in the different districts in Ireland. — App. No. 3. 

The amount of licence duties payable in each district on engines used for Tallinn- 
salmon. — App. No. 4. 

The amount of licence duty received in each district for the years 1863 and 1864.— 
App. No. 5. 

The amount of licence duty received for the different fishing engines for the rear 
1864. — App. No. 6. 

The applications for bye-laws and rules we have received, and the manner in which 
they have been dealt with. — App. No. 7. 

The bye-laws we have issued. — App. No: 11. 

An abstract of those now in force. — App. No. 12. 

An abstract of statements from Boards of Conservators as to the state of the salmon 
and inland fisheries. — App. No. 9. 

List of mill weirs, obstructions, &c., surveyed for fish passes. — App. No. 8. 

Certificates for fixed nets to be granted. — App. No. 13. 

Regulations for the elections of Conservators of Fisheries issued by us. — App. No. 14. 

A list of the stone weirs, with the size of the gap in each case, where we have given a 
decision upon it. — App. No. 15. 

Returns of the quantity of salmon conveyed by the railways in Ireland for the year 
1864.— App. No. 10. J J 

In concluding this report, we desire to express our best thanks, in the name of the 
fishery interest generally, to the coast guard and to the constabulary. From the officers 
and men of both these forces we have received constant and ready assistance, and their 
aid has been as invaluable as it has been cheerfully given. 



"We have the honour to be 



Your Excellency’s obedient servants, 

FREDERICK EDEN. 
WALLACE HOUSTOUN. 
R. J. LANE. 



Dated at the Office of the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries , 
Dublin, this 27th January , 1865. 
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-Appendix, 

Result of Inquiries held by the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries up to the 1st day of January 



Where Fixod Net situated. 



Barrow, otherwise Ross, other- 
wise Nore and Barrow Rivers 
conjoined. 



Barrow, otherwise Ross Rive: 
otherwise Nore and Barro- 
Rivers conjoined. 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Suir, Nore, and Barrow Rivers 

■ffir . . . 

Ditto, 



Barrow, otherwise Ross River, 
otherwise Nore and Barrow 
conjoined. 



Barrow, otherwise Ross Ri 
otherwise Nore and Barrow 
conjoined. 

Nore River, . 



Barrow, otherwise Ross River, 
otherwise Nore and Barrow 

“E, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . . . 

Ditto, 

Suir River, . 

Barrow, otherwise Ross Ri ... 
otherwise Nore and Barrow 

'Ditto,' 

Ditto 

I Suir, Nore, and Barrow con- 
joined, otherwise Waterford 
Harbour. 

Ditto, . . . ... 

Ditto, .... 



| Shannon River, 
Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Description 

of 

Fixed Net 


“uintammg >nd using 


Namo of Owner 
of Fixed Not, 
or of Land to which 
Net attaohod. 


Name of 

Townland to which 
Net attached. 


Parish. 


Head Weir, . 


Thomas Murphy, 


John H. Glascott, . 


Dunganstown, . 


Whitechurch, . 


Ditto, . 


Arthur Kavanagh, . 


Arthur Kavanagh, . 


Drummiu, 


St. Mullin’s, . 


Ditto, . 


Joseph Hunt, . . . 


W. M. Glascott, 


Mountanago, . 


Whitechurch, . 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Walter Sweetman, . 
Michael and D. Cody, 
James Doody, . 
Samuel Bennett, 
Richard Caslieu, 

John Sherlock, . 


Walter Sweetman, . 


Annaghs, . 

n i c , 

Great Island, . 
Ditto, 

Shanbogh, Upper, 
Great Island, . 


Shanbogh, 
Kilmakevoge, 
Kilmokea, 
Ditto, . 
Shanbogh, 
Kilmokea, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


P. Shanahan, . 
George Kent, . 


- 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 


J ohn Lynch, . 


N. Power, 


Faitlilegg 


Faithlere, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Hugh Treacey, 
John Walsh, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 

Checkpoint, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto; . . 


Ditto, . 


John Lynch, . 


- 


Coolbnnnia, 


Faithlegg, 


Stake Weir, . 
Ditto, . 


Michael Dohbyn, . 
Eliza Coghlan, . 


Marquess of W aterford 
J. J . D. Coghlan, . 


Crooke, . 
Dromina, 


Crooke, . 
Ditto, . . 


Head Weir, . 


W. F. F. Tighe, . 


W. F. F. Tighe, 


Iunistioge, 


Innistioge, 


Ditto, . 


Patrick Byrne, 


E. W. Nunn, . 


Camlin, . 


Old Ross, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


W. F. F. Tighe, . 
John Eligot, . 


W. F. F. Tighe, . 
D. Burtebell, . 


Kilconnelly, . 
Coolrainy, 


The Rower, . 
Ditto, . 


Head Weir, . 


John Forrestal, 




Carrickloney, . 


Kilmakevoge, 


Ditto, . 


•John Hunt, 


Mrs. and Miss Vicars, 


Brownsford, . 


Dysertmoon, . 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Paul Anderson, 

Cath. and P. Moroney, 


N. A. Power, . 
N. Power, 


Gortcens, 

Drumdowncy, Upper, 


Ratlipatrick, . 
Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 


Michael Irish, . 


Dr. J. Mackesy, 


Ballyvemeen, . 


Ballygurrim, . 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Thomas Murphy, 
Joseph Hunt, . 
P. Hannebury, 

J. Doyle, 

J. Bolger, 


Col. Chas. Kearney,. 
Peter Strange, . 
Ditto, 

J. Devereux, . 
Ditto, 


Kearney's Bay, 
Rochestown, 
Ditto, 
Rin^ville, 


Kilcolomb, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . . 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . . 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


W. Walsh, . 
J. Sullivan, 
John Brien, 


Mrs. Bolton, . 
P. Hannebury, . 
N. Power, 


Drumdowney, Upper, 
Ballinlaw, 

Drumdowncy, Upper, 


Rathpatrick, . 
Kiicolnmb, . 
Rathpatrick, . 


Ditto, . 


David Bennett, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 


James Butler, . 


Samuel King, 


Fislierstown, . 


Kilmokea, . 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Pierce Cox, 
James Kavanagh, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Scotch orStake 
Weir. 


A. Ryan, or Hayes, . 


Lord Templemore, . 


Duncannon, 


St. James and 
Dunbrody. 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


M. Doyle, 

A. Stephens, . 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Clonsharragh, . 
Ditto, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Head Weir, . 


N. A. Power, . 


N. A. Power, . 


Gorteens, . 


Rathpatrick, . 


Fly-Net, 


Randle Borough, 


Randle Borough, 


Querrin, . 


Moyarta, 


Stake-Net, 


S. M'Auliffe, . . 


Ditto, 


Shangannagh, . • 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Fly-Net, 
Stake- Net, 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 
Fly-Net, 

Ditto, : ! 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, , 

Stake-Net, 


William Kennedy, . 
D. M'Auliffe, . 
Francis Connell, 

S. M'Auliffe, . 

J. Connell and D. 

M'Auliffe, 

Francis Connell, 
Ditto, 

John Oommins, 
James Connell, 

John Slattery, . 

S. M'Auliffe, . . 

Ditto, 

S. M'Auliffe and T. 

M’Namara. 

Marcus Sheehy, 


J ohn Cox, 

Francis Keane, 

Ditto, 

3enjamin Cox, 
Jolonel Vandeleur, . 

Francis Keane, 

Ditto, 

Colonel Vandeleur, . 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Clarefield, 

Scattery Island, 

Ditto, 

Clarefield, 
Carrowncalla S., 

Scattery Island, 

Ditto, 

[nishbig orHoglsland, 
Ballynote, West, 
Ballymacrinan, 
Lakyle, South, 

Mount Shannon, West, 
Mount SliannouWood, 


Ditto, . 

Kilrush, 

Ditto, . 
Moyarta, 
Kilrush, 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Killimor, ■ 

Kilofin, 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 
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— 




County. 


Judgment 




Sate 




Judgment of Court 








Judgment. 














against. 


Queen’s Bench. 


1 


Shelburne, . 


Wexford, . 


To he abated, as being injurious to naviga- 


17 Oct. 1863, 


Appeal, . . ,. 


Appeal withdrawn. 








the 5th and 6th Vic., e. 100. 








2 


St.Mullin's,!. 


Carlow, . 


To be abated, not haring been legally erected 


Ditto, . 


No appeal. 


- 


3 


Shelburne, . 


exford, . 


To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 


Ditto, 


Appeal, . 


Conviction affirmed. 










106. 








4 


Ida, . 


Kilkenny, . 


Ditto, 




19 Oct. 1863, 






5 


Ida, . 


Kilkenny, . 
Wexford, . 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 




Ditto, 

Ditto, 


No appeal. 








Ditto, . 






Ditto, . 


Ditto. 








Kilkenny, . 








Ditto. 




9 


Shelburne, . 


Wexford, . 


lo be abated, as being injurious to navigation. 


Ditto, 












and erected witho 
















106. 








10 




Ditto, . 


To be abated, not having boen legally erected ia 1862, 
To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 








11 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


20 Oct. 1863, 


Appeal, . 


Conviction affirmed. 


12 


Gualtiere, . 




Ditto, and erected without the title required 




No appeal. 












13 






Ditto, 










14 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 






Ditto, 


Ditto. 


~ 


15 


Gualtiere, . 


Waterford, . 


Ditto, 




Ditto, 


Ditto. 


- 


16 






Ditto, 




22 Oct. 1863, 






17 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 






24 Oct. 1863, 


Ditto, 


Ditto. 


18 


Gowran, 


Kilkenny, . 


To be abated, as injurious to navigation, 


26 Oct. 1863, 


Ditto, 


Ditto. 


19 


Rantry 


Wexford, . 


Ditto, and erected without the title required 


Ditto, . 










by the 


5th and 6th Vic., c. 106. 








20 


Ida, . 




Ditto, . 




Ditto, . 


No appeal. 




21 


Ditto, 








Ditto, 


Ditto. 


— 


22 


Ida, . 


Kilkonny, . 


Ditto, 




26 Oct. 1863, 


Ditto. 


- 


23 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 




27 Oct. 1863, 


Ditto. 


- 


24 




Ditto, . 






29 Oct. 1863. 


Ditto. 


.. 


25 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 




10 Dec. 1863, 


Ditto. 


. — 


26 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, 




10 Dec. 1863, 


Appeal, . 


Appeal withdrawn. 












11 Deo. 1863 




Ditto. 


28 


Ditto, . 




Ditto, 




Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto. 


29 






Ditto, . 




Ditto. . 


No appeal. 




30 














31 






Ditto, . 




Ditto, . 


Appeal, . 


Special case not stated— 














waiting for titlo deeda 


32 






Ditto, 




Ditto. 


No appeal. 


— 








Ditto, . 




12 Dec. 1863, 




34 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 




Ditto, 




— 


35 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Ditto. 


- 


36 


Shelburne, . 


Wexford, . 


Ditto, 




Ditto, 


Appeal, . 


Appeal withdrawn. 


37 


Ditto, . 








Ditto, . 


No appeal. 


_ 




Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 




Ditto, 


— 


39 






To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, . 


16 Dec. 1863 


Appeal, • 


Special case stated — 
















not yet heard. 


40 










17 Dec. 1863 


_ ■ 


_ 


41 




Ditto, 






23 Deo. 1863 




Special case stated — 






and being illegally erected— extending beyond 






not yet heard. 


42 


Ida, . 


Kilkenny, . 


To be abated, as injurious to navigation, and 


Ditto, 


No appeal. 


— 






! title required by the 5th 






















43 


Moyarta, . 




To be abated, as erected without the title required 


l Jan. 1864 


Ditto. 
















44 


Ditto, 






*d without the titlerequired 


I Jan. 1864 


Ditto. 












Ditto. 




























Ditto, 


Ditto. 




47 










Ditto, 


Ditto. 
















Ditto. 




49 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 






Ditto, 


Appeal, . 


Special case stated— 










No appeal. 


not yet heard. 


50 

51 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 
Ditto, 














Ditto, 


Ditto. 


— [yet heard. 












Ditto, 


Appeal, . 


Special case stated— not 


.54 










Ditto, . 
4 Jan. 1864 
Ditto, . 


Ditto, 




56 


Ditto, 
Ditto, . 


dK; : 


Ditto, 




No appeal. ^ s 


_ 


67 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 




Ditto, . 


Ditto. 




58 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, 




Ditto, 


Appeal, ' . 
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Description 


Name of Person 


Name of Owner 


Namo of 




No. 


Whore Fia 


ed Net situated. 


Fixed Net. 


^ U Fixed Net 


or of Land to which 
Net attached. 


Not attached. 


Parish. 


59 


Shannon Ri 


er, . . • 


Fly-Net, . 


Denis M‘Auliffo, 


Colonel Vamlelcur, . 


Clookerry, West, 


Kilofin, . 








Stake-Net, . 


S. M'Auliffe, . 


Lord Leconfield, 


Erribul, . . ‘ . 










Ditto, . 


S. Cunningham, 
James O'Neill, 










Ditto 












63 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


John Griffin, . 


James Kelly, . 


Caliiracon, , 


Kildysart, 


64 


Ditto (Clonderalaw Bay), 


Ditto, . 


Daniel Molony, 


Lord Annaly, . 


Kilkemn, 


Kilofin, 














Ditto, 












James Browne, 


Ditto, 












Ditto, . 


D. Molony, 


Ditto, 


Ballina, . 


Ditto! . ‘ 












Ditto, 






69 


Ditto, 




Fly-Net, 


Thomas M'Mabon, . 


Richard Barclay, 


Ballyartney, . 


Ditto, . 


70 




Head Weir, . 


Richard Hewitson, . 


M. W. Knox, . . 


Kilmannock, . 


Kilmokca, . 


and Barrow conjoined. 










71 


River Suir, 


. . . . 


Ditto, . 


G. Giles, 


G. Giles, 


Kilmurry, , 


Rathpatrick, . 




Rivera Suir, Nore, and Barrow 


Stoke Weir, . 


James Ryan, . 


Lord Ely, 


Duncannon, 






conjoined, otherwise Hater- 
ford Harbour. 










Dunhrody. 


73 


Slade Bay, 




Bag-Net, 


W. Breen, 


Ditto, 


Slade, . 


Hook, . . 


74 




and Barrow con- 


Head Weir, . 


J. Hanlon and others, 


Lord Templemore. . 


Nook, . 


St. James and 


















75 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Anthony Wallis, 






Ditto, . 


76 


Ditto, 




Stake-Net, . 


Arthur N. O’Neill, . 


■ Lord Carew, 


Woodstown, Lower, . 


Crooke, . 


77 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Knockaveelish, 


Killea, . 


70 








Mary O'Neill, . 


Maw O'Neill, . 


Knockbov, 




79 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


ao 






Head Weir, . 


John Hanlon & others, 


Lord Templemore, . 


Saltmills, , 


St. James and 
















81 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ballykack, 


Ditto, . 


82 








Stephen Cunningham, 








83 






Fly-Net, 


R. W. C. Reeves. . 


R. W. C. Reeves, . 


l’oulnadaroe, . 
Burraue, Lower, 


Killimor, . 


84 


Ditto, 






Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


85 














Ditto, . . 


86 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Ditto, . • 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . . 


87 






Stake-Net, . 


Michael Colpoys, 








88 










Ditto, 


Ditto, . 














89 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Elisa Hodnett, 


Ditto, 


Kiimoro, 


Ditto, . . 


90 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, . 


91 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Ditto, 






Ditto, . . 




Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


John Houieban, 


Ditto, 


Carrowbanc, . 


Ditto, . 


93 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


S. Pegum, 
Ditto, 
















Ditto, 




Ditto, . 

Kiliintinan, . 




Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Henry S. O'Brien, . 


Henry S. O’Brien, . 


Portdrine, 


96 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


S. M'Auliffe, . 


T. R. Henn, 


Slievedooley, . 


Kilofin, . 


97 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


T. Naughten is others. 


E. T. Massey, . 


Ballycanauna, . 


Ballysteen, . 


98 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . . 


M. Shaughnessy and 


Lord Guillamore, 


Oourtbrown, . 


Askeaton, 


















Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


S. M'Canliff, . 






Kilmnrry, 




Ditto, 




Ditto, . , 








Robertstown, . 








Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Durnisb, 


Sbanagolden, . 


102 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Foynes Island, 


Robertstown, . 


103 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 












Ditto, 
















Ditto, 
















Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


P. Sheean, 


Lord Glare, 


Ballynasli (Clare), . 


Robertstown, . 


107 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 








Loghill, 




Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


P.’ Griffin, . 


Thomas Royse, 


Catrowbanebeg, 


Ditto, . • 


109 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 








Ditto, . 




Ditto, 




Ditto, . 






Killacolla, 


Kilfergus, 




Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Margaret Putland and 


Knight of Glin, 


Caheragh, . 


Ditto, . 


112 


Ditto, 
















Ditto, 




Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Farranmiiler, . 


Ditto, . 


114 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 






Killacolla (Barker), . 
Ballykoololian, . 


Ditto, . 








Fly-Net, 


W. B, Barrington, . 


W. B. Barrington, . 


Kilfergus, 


. 1A,i 






Ditto, . 




Rev.- R. Fitzgerald, . 


Ballydonoboe, . 


117 


Ditto, 




Stake-Net, . 


P. J. Mayne, . • . 


P. J. Mayne, ; 


East Astee, 


Abavallin, 


118 


Ditto, 




Ditto, . 








Ditto, . 








Ditto, . 


J. Pirn, . 


W. C. Hickey, 


Cloonaman, , 
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^Whether Judgment of^ 



To be abated, as erected -without the title i 
quired by the 5 S 6 Yic., c. 108. 

Ditto, ...... 

Ditto, 



7 Jan. 1864, Appeal. 
Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

a Jan. 1864, No appeal. 



70 Shelburne, . Wexford, 



To be abated, as injurious to navigation, and as 10 Mar. 1864, Appeal, 
erected without the title required by 5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106. 



72 Shelburne, . W exford. 



, To he abated, as erected -without the title r 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 10G. 



14 Mar. 1864, No appeal. 

15 Mar. 1864, Appeal, . 



75 Ditto, . Ditto, 

76 Gaultiere, . Waterford, . 



To bo abated, as injurious to 



To be abated, as erected without the title i 
j quired by 5 & 6 Vic., o. 108. 

Ditto, 



I Shelburne, . Wexford, . To be abated. Lord Templemore consenting, 



82 Clouderalaw, Clare, 

83 Ditto, . Ditto, 

84 Ditto, . Ditto, 



. Legally erected, 2GMar.l864. — 

To be abated; not erected in 1862, . . . 20Mar.l8b4, No appeal. 

To he abated, as erected without the title re- 29 .Mar. 1344, Appeal. . 
quired by 5 & 6 Vie., c. 106 ; and extending 
beyond low-water mark. 

i)j,tn Ditto, . Ditto, 

To bo abated, as erected without the title required by Ditto, . Ditto, 

5 & G Vic., c. 1 06, and as being injurious to navigation, 

, To be abated ; not erected in 1862, . . 30 Mar. 1864, Ditto, 

Ditto, ... ... - Ditto, . No appeal. 



93 Ditto, . Ditto, 

94 Ditto, . Ditto, 

95 Bunratty.Lr. Ditto, 



Tobcabateil.nsinjurioustonavigatiou.andaserect- 31 Mar. 1864, Appeal, . 
ed without tbe title required by 5 &6Vic.c. 106. 

To be abated.as erected without the title required Ditto, . Ditto, 
by 5 & 6 Vie., c. 106. „ , 

. To bo abated; not erected in 1862, . . . Ditto, . . Ditto, 

. To be abated, as injurious to navigation, and as Ditto, . Ditto, 

erected witlioutthetitlerequiredby5&6Vic.l06. 

To be abated by consent of Mr. Butler, . . 2 Apr. 1864, No appeal. 

Ditto, Ditto, . Ditto. 

! To be abated, as being injurious to navigation, 4 Apr. 1864, Appeal, . 
and to the public right of fishing. 

To be abated, as erected without the title re- Ditto, . No appeal, 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. twm„ 

Vim abated, as erected without the title re- Ditto, . Ditto. 



98 Lower Con- Ditto, 

nello. 

99 Clonderalaw, Clare, 

100 Shanid, . . Limerick, 

101 Ditto, . Ditto, 



To be abated, as erected without the title r 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

Ditto, 



Ditto, . ... ..... • ! 

To be abated, as injurious to navigation, 

To be abated, as erected without the title required by 5 
& 0 Vic-,e. 10G, and injurious to public right of fishing. 
. To ho abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 



109 Ditto, . Ditto, 

110 Ditto, . Ditto, 

111 Ditto, . Ditto,. 



114 Ditto, . Ditto, 

115 Ditto, . Ditto, 

116 Ditto, . Ditto, 



'. To be abated by consent ; not erected in 1862, 

. To be abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106.. 

) To be abated, as erected without tbe title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

. To be abated, not having been erected in ioo-J, 

. Legally erected, . . • • • 

To be abated, as erected without the title. re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

. To be abated ; injurious to navigation, . 

To he abated, as erected without the title re 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 



Ditto, . Ditto. 

5 Apr. 1864, Ditto. 

6 Apr. 1864, Appeal, . 



117 llraghticonnor Kerry, 



by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, and not erected in 1862. . f 

. To be abated; not legally erected in 1862, and 11 April, 1864 Appeal, 



injurious to the public right of fishing. 

.’ To he abated, as erected without the tit 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Ditto, . No appeal. 



. . 8 April, 1864, Appeal, . 

‘ ] Ditto, . No appeal, 

id without the title required Ditto, . Ditto. 
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No. Where Filed Net situated. I ® raC "^ tl0n I n»totS5ng Msduing I „ Towohind to whioh I p. . . I 



Sea off Coast of Couaty Cork, 



Ditto, 

Cnstlemaine Harbour, 
Ditto, . ■ . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . . . 



. F. Kennedy and othe 
II. T. Dennehy, 



Ditto, 

Leslie W ren, . 
T. Sandes, . 
Leslie Wren, . 



Murdock Green, 

D. L. Lewis, . 
Roger Davis, . 



Trustees of Mrs. Os- 1 
borne. 

Lord Stuart de Decies, 
Ditto, . . . 



Gastlequarter, . 
Kylatallen, 
Carhoonakinneely, 
Carrigane, 



. S. Alien & N.l'.Foley, £ 
P. Sliney 5s J. Harley, 



M.AVhite&W. Murphy, 
M. White, . . 

E. Cotter, . . I 



Ballynatray, 
Templemichael, 
D’Loughtane, . 



John Neil and W. 

Hennessey. 

R. Browne and Michl. 

M Carthy. 

J. Fitzgerald, . 



. William Collins, 
. Maurice Hickey, 

. C. Ussber, 

. J. Rice, . 

, Sir R. Musgrave, 
Ditto, 

. M. Whelan, 

. J. Magrath, 

P. Walsh, 

. J. Connell, 

R. P. Maxwell, 

, E. Evans, 

T. Hanaigan, . 



Rev. G. Gumbleton, 
C. Musgrave, . 

C. O’Mohony, . 

J. Hargrave, . 



C. Ussber, 

Ditto, 

C. Smith, 

Duko of Devonshire, 



Ditto, 

H. W. Dodd & others, 

F. Ashe, . 

H. W. Dodd & others, 
Ditto, 

' E. De Moleyns, 

Sir R. Blennerhassett, 



Ditto, 

, The M'Gillycuddy, . 
Reps. Lord Vestry, . 
E. Mahony, . 

Reps. Lord Ventry, . 
S, Sir R. Blennerhassett 

E. Reeves, 

E. B. Hartopp, 

Smith Barry, . 



Killahaly, East, 
Turin Demesne, 
A orrislond, 

Camphire, 
O’Kyle, . . 

Snuqborongh, . 
Bridane, Lower, 
Killanthony, . 
Ballynaralia, . 
Kilnacarriga, . 
Baliinveila, 
Sapperton, North, 
Baliinveila, . 



Dysert, . 
Killenagh, 

Dooaghs, . 
Illaunstook, 
Cromane, Lower, 
Douglas, . 



, Arthur and Jane New- . 

comen. 

, T. Kirk, . 

. Jane S. Newcomen, . . 
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ion Iraghticonnor Kerry, 

121 Ditto, ■ Ditto, 



135 Decies-witli- V 
. in-Drum. 

13G Ditto, 

137 Ditto, 

13 il Ditto. 

139 Ditto, . 

UO Ditto, 

141 Ditto, 

142 Decies-with- 

out-Drum 

143 Coslunore & 

Coshbridu. 

144 Ditto, . 

145 Ditto, 

146 Decies-witli- 

in-Drum. 

147 Coshmore & 

Coshbvide. 

148 Decies-with- 

in-Drum. 

149 Ditto, 

150 Cosbmore & 

Coalibride. 

151 Ditto, . 

152 Ditto, . 

153 Decies-with- 

in-Drum. 

154 Ditto, 



157 Coshmore & 

Coalibride. 

158 Dccies-with- 

iu-Dium. 

159 Ditto, 

160 Ditto, 

161 Coshmore & 

Cosbbrido. 

162 Ditto, 

163 Ditto, . 

164 Ditto, 



. To be abated ; not erected in 1862, 

Ditto, 

To be abated, os erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

Ditto, . - • • 

. Ditto, and not erected in 1862, 

. Ditto, ditto, 

. To be abated, as injurious to public rights of 

. Tobe abated, as being within three miles of Car- 

. To ^be abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

Ditto, . . _ . ■ . •, 

. To lie abated, as injurious to navigation, 

. To be abated, being within three miles of mouth 
of Woiiiauagll River. 

. Postponed, 



. To he abated, as injurious 
. Ditto, by consent, . 



. To be abated, as inj urious to navigation, by cot 
sent. 

. To be abated as injurious to navigation, . 

Ditto, 

To be abated, as erected without tbe title ri 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

. To bo abated, us injurious to navigation, . 

. To be abated by consent of Lord Huntingdon. 



To be abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

. To be abated so far as it extends beyond low 
water-ruark ; legally erected as regards the rest. 

To lie abated, as erected without tbe title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic. c. 106. 



. To bo abated, not erected in 1862, 



11 April, 1864 No appeal. 
Ditto, . Ditto. 
Ditto, . Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 

12 April. 1864 Appeal, . 
Ditto, . Ditto, 
Ditto, . Ditto, 

4 Aug. 1864 Ditto, 
8 Aug. 1864 No appeal. 



178 Corkaguiny, Kerry, 

179 Ditto, . Ditto, 

180 Iveragh, . Ditto, 



188 Ditto, . Ditto, 

189 Ditto, . Ditto, 

190 Ditto, . Ditto, 

191 Ditto, . Ditto, 



To be abated, as erected 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 
Ditto, 



. To be abated ; within 3 miles of mouth of Inny 
River. 

. Legally erected, 

. To be abated, as erected without the title re- 1 
quired by 5 6s 6 Vic., c. 106. 

Ditto, 



- 26 Aug. 1864, Ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




26 



APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OP THE 



Where Fixed Net situated. 



Ditto, 

I Sea off Coast of co 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

| Sea off Coastof co. Londonderry, 
Ditto, .... 

J Sea off Coast of co. Donegal, . 

Ditto, .... 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 

Ditto, ... 

Ditto, .... 
Sea off Coast of co. Londonderry, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Description 
Fixed Net 


maintaining and naing 

Fixed Net. 


Name of Owner 
of Fixed Net, 
or of Land to which 
Not attached. 


Name of 

Townland to which 
Not attached. 


Parish. 


Bag-Net, 
Ditto, . 


John Jones, 
T. Kirk, . 


Sir A Bellingham, . 
A. Godley, 


Drahanstown, . 
Clogher, . . . 


lunacy, 

Clogher, 


Head Weir, . 


J. M'Keon, . 


Sir A. Bellingham, . 


Castlebellingham, 


Gernonstown, 


Bag-Net, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Charles Black, . 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

John Reaney, . 

N. D. Crommellin, . 


jord Antrim, . 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Portrush, . 

Ditto, . . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Torr, 

Ballyteerim, . 


lunluce, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . ’ 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Culleightrin, . 
Ditto, . 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


A. M'Keegnn, . 
Lord Antrim, . 
Ditto, 

J. M'Intosh, . 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

H. H. M'Neile, 


Glebe, 

Carnlough, 

Townparks, Glenarm, 
Rcdbay, . 


Layd, . 
Ardclinis, 
Tickmacrevan. 

Laid. • ! 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, ■ 
Ditto, . 


A. M'Keegan, . 
Thomas Tait, . 
Ditto, 

J. M'Gildowney, . 
A. M'Quilkin, . 

S. Woodside, . 

H. Dickson, . 

H. Kelly, 

R. Stewart, 

Ditto, 


Charles Black, 

A. Boyd, 

Ditto, 

J. M'Gildowney, 

J. K. Tenant, . 
Ditto, 

G. E. Fullerton, 
Ditto, 

Sir E. M'Naghten, . 
J. E. Leslie, . 


Moneyvert, . 
Ballycastle, 

Clarepark, 
Cregganboy, . 

Ditto, 

Carrick-a-rede Island, 
I.aiTybane, 
Portbradden, . 
Templastragh, . 


Ditto, . . 

Ramoan, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . . 

Ballintoy, 

IE: : 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


J. M'Alister, . 

F. Mill 

Ditto, 

W. Gregg, 


E. M'Neile, . 

J. C. Anderson, 

Ditto, 

Sir E. M'Naghten, . 


Carrysherkin, . 
Portmoon - Feigh 
Mountain. 

Ditto, 

Ardihannon, . 


Ditto, . 
Dunsoverick, . 

Ditto, . 
Billy, . . 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Bushfoot, 


Duniuce, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


H. O’Neill, . 
J. M'Keenan, . 


A. Shuldham and 
Hon. Mrs. Campbell 
Sir H. H. Bruce, 


East Ballygeelagh, . 
Freeball, . 


Ballyaghran, . 
Dunbogh, 


Ditto, . 


C. M'Kinney, . 


Rev. S. Montgomery, 


Glenagiveney, . 


Lower Movillc, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

B. Sheffry, 

A. Maddison, . 


J. S. Nicholson, 
Anne Kean, 

E. M'Oelland, 

J . S. N icholson, 
R. C. Stewart, 
Sir H. H. Bruce, 


Mossy Glen, . 
Ballynagaragh, 
BallychavTy, 
Tirmacronagh, . 
Horn Head, 
Ballymaclary, . 


Ditto, . . 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . . 

Cnldaff, . . 

Clondahorky . 
Magillignn, . 


Ditto, . 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Doaghs, . 


Ditto, . 


Stake-Net, 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


R. Allen, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 


Irish Society, . 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Gransha, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ballynasballoge, 
Ditto, 
Culmore, 
Culmore Level, 
Lower Campsey, 
Coolkeeragh, . 
Ditto, 

Culmore, . . 


Glendermott, . 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Templemore, . 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Faughanvale, . 
Glendermott, . 

Ditto, 

Culmore, 


Ditto, . 


Alicia Sheil, . 


Thomas Connolly, 


Fenner, . 


Innismacsaint, 


Bag-Net, 
Ditto, . 


William Petrie, 
William Little, 


Ormshy Jones, 
R. Orme, 


Streedagh, 

Carrowhubback, 


Ahamlisb, . 

Kilglass, 


Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 


M. Flynn, 
William Little, 


Colonel Knox, . 

Rev. J. M'Naughten 


Castletown or Lackar 
Ballinlena, , 


Kilcummin, . 


Ditto, . 
Stake-Net, 


Ditto, 

H. S. O’Brien, 


Rev. C. L. Thomas, 
H. S. O’Brien, 


Ballygarry, 

Portdrine, 


Ditto, . 
Kilfintinan, ■ 



Note. — I n addition to the foregoing there w 
monly called Sprat weirs), were 

of the Commissioners, 

Bag-Nets ordered to be removed as being within estuaries of ri' 



Total number of Trials, 
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1865, into the Legality or Illegality of Fixed Nets erected or used for catching Salmon in Ireland. 



Judgment of Conrt 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Carev, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Carey, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Antrim, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Legally erected, 

To be abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c 1 (if! 

Legally erected, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



lnnishowen 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Kiimacrenan, 

Keenaglit, 

Ditto, 

Tirkeeran, . 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Londonderry, 

Ditto, 

Donegal, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Londonderry, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 

To be abated ; injurious to navigation, 

Legally erected, .... 

To be abated within 3 miles of mouth of Cusliea- 
dun River. 

Ditto, ditto, 

Ditto, ditto, Glenarm River, 

D i tto, in Estuaiy of GlenarmRi ver, as defined. 
Ditto, within 3 miles of mouths of Cushen- 
dall and Glenarrifie Rivers, as defined. 

Ditto 

Ditto, within 3 miles of Ballycastle River, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Legally erected, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

To be abated, as erected without the title re- 
quired by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106. 

Ditto, 

Legally erected, 

Ditto 

To be abated within Estuary of Bush River as 
defined. 

Ditto, 



Ditto, 
Ditto, 

30 Aug. 1864, 



Legally erected, 

To be abated ; within three miles of mouth of 
Bann River. 

To be abated, as erected without the title 
qnired by 5 & 6 
Ditto, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



3 Sept. 1864, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

5 Sept. 1864, 



To be abated; within Estuary of Foyle River, 

Legally erected, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . . . _ . 

To be abated, injurious to navigation. 

Ditto, . . ' . 

Ditto, 

Ditto 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Postponed, . . . _ . # • 

To be abated, as erected without the title r 
quired by 6 St 6 Vic., c. 106. 

Ditto, 



Po be abated, as injurious to navigation and 
public rights of fisliing, and as erected on the 
site of a weir previously condemned. Vide 
sec. 17 of 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88. 



Appeal, . 

Ditto, 
No appeal. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



Ditto, 
No appeal. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 



Case stated. 
Ditto. 



Case not yet stated — I 
waitingfor title deeds. 

Ditto. 1 

Case not yet stated. 
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Appendix, 



Appendix, No. 2. 



Mouths of Rivers defined by the Special Commissioners, to January, 1865, eighty-eight in number. 



Section 22 of 5 & 6 Vic., c. ' 06, enacts “ That where the breadth of the mouth or entrance into the sea of any river, the inland 
“portion of which is frequented by Salmon, is less than half a mile, statute measure, at low water of spring tides, it shall 
“not be lawful for any person whatsoever (save and except the proprietor of a several fishery within the limits thereof) to 
“ place or erect any stake weir or fixed net within one statute mile, seaward, coastwards, or inwards, from or on either 
“ side of the mouth or entrance of any such river into the sea.” 

Section 44 of 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, enacts “That it shall not be lawful for any person, save and except the owner of a several 
“fishery within the limits thereof, at any time to shoot, draw, or use any net for taking Salmon at the mouth of any river, 
“ where the breadth of such mouth between the banks thereof shall not exceed a quarter of a mile statute measure; and 
“that it shall not be lawful tor any person, save such owner as aforesaid, within such limits as aforesaid, to shoot, draw, 
“or use any net for taking Salmon within half a mile seaward, or half a mile inwards, or along the coast from the mouth 
“ of any river.” . 

Section 3 of 26 & 27 Via, c. 114, enacts “That no bag net shall he placed or allowed to continue m any river, or the estuary 
“ of any river, as such river or estuary has been defined by the Commissioners of Fisheries, or shall be defined by the 
“Commissioners under this Act.” 



Dublin, . 

Waterford, 
I.ismore, . 
Cork, 



Bantry, 
Kenmare, . 



Liffey. 

Dodder. 

Bray. 

Suir, Nore, and Barrow. 
Bannow. 

Blackwater. 

Womanagb. 

Tramore or Douglas. 

Lee. 

Owenacurra or Middleton. 
Owenbeg or Carrigaline. 
Argideen. 

Bandon. 

Glengarifte. 

Coomhola or Suave. 
Ouvane or Ballyliclcey. 
Mealagh or Dunnemark. 
Roughty. 

Finneky. 

Blackwater. 

Cloonee. 

Owensliagh. 

Crowanshagh. 

Sneem. 

Inny. 

Carragh. 



Rosbehy. 

Shannon. 

Cashen. 

Deel or Askeaton. 

Maigue. 

Bunratty. 

Furbogh. 

Spiddle. 

Ballinahinch. 

Cashla. 



Londonderry, 

Bullycastle, 

Drogheda, . 



Owengowla. 

DrunudifF. 

Sligo. 

BnlJisodaie. 

Duumoran. 

Glen or Teolin. 

Ballyliadoo or Kilcar. 

Eske. n '° r ‘ 

Erne. 

Drowes or Bnndrowes. 

Duff or Bniuiull'. 

Craim or Buucrana. 

Mill. 

Leauun or Rathmelton. 

Stvilly. 

Owenmarve. 

Oweuea. 

Owentookor. 

Bracky. 

Lackagk. 

Kay. 

Tnllaghobegly. 

Gieuna. 

Olady. 

Gweedore. 

Foyle. 

Roe. 

Culdaff. 

Bann. 

Glonarm. 

Glenariffe (Red Bay). 

Dal! or Cusbendall. 

Glendim or Cusheiidun. 

Margy or Ballvcastlo. 

Bush or Bushmills. 

Glyde.and Deo, or Annagassen. 



In addition to the foregoing, the following rivers have been heretofore defined by the Commissioners 
of Public Works and the Inspecting Commissioners of fisheries ; and until definitions hereinafter 
named are altered by the Special Commissioners, such definitions remain in full force. 



Name of Rivor. 


Where Mouth Defined. 


»W. 


Whore Mouth Defined. 


Oweuavarragh, or 
Courtown, 

Slaney, 

Adrigole, . 


By a straight line drawn between the eastern 
extremities of the two piers forming Cour- 
town Harbour. 

By a straight line drawn northerly from Ross- 
lore Point to the opposite shore. 

By a straight line drawn from the southern 
side of the church in Townland of Adrigole, 
to southern side of chapel in Townland of 
Drumgarvan. 


Ass, or Errive, . 

Delphi, or Bundorragha, 
Ballycroy, 


By a straight line drawn from the W. point of 
the Great Rock, due west, to the opposite 

By a straight line drawn from the Pier of Bon- 
dorragha to Pullavale Rock, on east side. 

Bv a straight line drawn from Gubbaunduir, 
'or Black Point, to Blainakearagh Point, OB 
opposite shore. 
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Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District in 




Appendix, 

Schedule of Licence Duties received by tbe Boards of 





Number and Description of Licences sold in 1863. 


1863. 

Amount 

of 

Licence 

Duty. 


1863. 

Percentage 

Poor Law 
Valuation. 


1863. 

Amount 
received 
for Licence 
Duties. 


Ave- 

¥ 

ployed. 


a 

1 


I 


{ 


| 

c; 

8 

A 


5 


1 

| 


1 


1 


1 

z 


1 

1 


3 

1 

W 


1 


| 


1 


I 


5= 

2 




































£ •. 


d 


£ t. d 


£ 


d. 




1. Dublin, 


211 


- 


- 


18 


- 




- 




- 


- 


- 


■“ 


- 


- 




- 


174 10 


0 


— 


174 10 


0 


331 


2. Wexford, 


79 


- 


- 


45 


- 




- 


10 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


132 16 


0 


- 


132 15 


0 


301 


8. Waterford, . 


15 


7 


218 


1C 


54 


- 


- 




- 


11 


84 




20 


- 


- 


- 


711 10 


0 


- 


741 10 


0 


1,629 


1. Liamore, 


17 


9 


16 




- 


- 


- 


14 




25 


15 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


488 0 


0 


40 0 0 


628 0 


0 


639 


0. Cork, . 


32 


1 


- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


Id 


- 


- 


- 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


350 0 


0 




350 0 


0 


643 


6*. Sldbbereen, . 


2 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


24 0 


0 




24 0 


0 


69 


0" Ban try, 


1 


- 


- 






- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


49 0 


0 


- 


49 0 


0 


122 


6*.Kenmare, 


50 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 


- 


- 


05 0 


0 


- 


65 0 


0 


150 


7. Killarney, 


154 




1 


63 


- 


- 


- 


3 


- 




- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


287 10 


0 


- 


207 10 


0 


582 


8. Limerick, 


283 


57 


23 


103 


- 




30 


74 


20 


38 


- 


14 


185 


- 




- 


1339 0 




- 


1339 0 


0 


2,122 


9. Galway, 


140 




- 




- 


3 








- 


- 


6 


18 


- 


- 


- 


101 2 


6 


15 0 0 


176 2 


6 


274 


lO'.Ballynakill, . 


14 


- 


- 


12 


- 


- 




- 


- 




- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


87 0 


0 


- 


07 0 


0 


123 


1(N. Bangor, 


25 


- 


- 


19 






- 


20 


- 


- 


- 


3 


- 


- 


- 




188 0 




- 


188 0 


0 


228 


11. BaHina, 


85 


- 


- 


10 


3 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


10 


12 


- 


- 


- 


183 10 




- 


188 10 


0 


220 


12. Sligo, . 


35 


- 


- 


U 


- 


- 






- 


- 


- 


1 




- 


- 


- 


81 10 




- 


81 10 


0 


142 


13. BaUyahannon, 


70 




- 


11 


- 


- 




11 


- 


i 


- 


5 


- 


- 


28 


- 


244 0 




80 0 0 


824 0 


0 


236 


14. Letterkenny, . 


12 




- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


8 






- 


4 


- 


- 


- 


- 


91 0 




•' - 


94 0 


0 


70 


15>. Londonderry, 


17 




- 


14 


- 


- 




18 


- 


10 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 




809 10 




- 


809 10 


0 


280 


15’Coleraine, 


53 




- 


87 


- 


105 


- 


0 


- 




- 


5 


19 


- 


44 




300 10 


0 


98 0 0 


398 10 


0 


909 


10. Ballycastle, . 


30 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


27 


- 




- 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


109 10 




- 


169 10 




152 


17. Drogheda, 


97 


10 


2 


37 


- 


-■ 




11 


“ 


2 




7 


81 


~ 




- 


229 10 






229 10 




603 


I 

Total, . . 


101 


277 


28sj 


510 


64 


100 


37 251 


81 


95 


49 


74 


313 


J 


70 


- 


5,659 7 


233 0 


5,892 7 




9,774 



The estimate of the average number of 

Salmon Rode, ; ; lman. I Draft Nets, . . 6 men. I Pole Nets, . . 3 men. 

Cress Lilies, . . 2 men. Drift Nets, . . 5 do. Dag Nets, . • f 

Snap Nats, . . 1 do. | Trammel Nets, . 2 do. | Sly Nets, . . 4 do. 
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No. 4. 

Ireland on Engines used for Fishing for Salmon, January, 1865. 




Appendix, 
Nos. 4 & 5. 



No. 5. 

Conservators in Ireland for the Tears 1863 and 1864. 





Gap, Eye, &0. . . 2 men. 

Sweepers, . . 6 do. 
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Applications for By-Laws, Rules, &c., received by Commissioners. 



Lismore District, 
Coleraine District, 
Limerick District, 
Waterford District, 
Galway District, . 
Sligo District, . 



To increase licence duty on all e: 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

To raise licence on rods to £1, at 



Killamey .District, 
Cork District, . 
Bantry District, . 
Bangor District, . 
Ballinakill District, 
Ballina District, . 
Wexford District, 
Coleraine District, 
Lettcrkenny District, 
Coleraine District, 
Sligo District, 

Galway District, . 
Lismore District, 
Waterford District, 
Maigue River, 
Coleraine District, 
Cork District, 

Cork District, 

Limerick District, 
Waterford District, 
Wexford District, 



Costelloe River, . 
Derrvinver River, 
Londonderry District, 
Coleraine District, 
Shimna River, co. Down, 
Bundoran River, . 

Dublin District, . 
Skibbereen District, 



Drogheda District, 
Ditto, 

Dublin District, . 
Cork District, 



Kentnare District, 
Bray River, 

Sligo District, 
Limerick District, 
Waterford District, 
Skibbereen District, 
Londonderry District, 
Bangor District, . 
Dilto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Galway District, . 
Waterford District, 
Ballina District, . 
Ballyshannon District, 
Limerick District, 



To raise licence on draft-nets and cross-lines to maximum, . G 
To raise licence on all engines, save rod and line. . 

To raise licence on draft-nets and rods, . 

To increase licence duties on rods to £1, . 

Ditto, ....... 

Ditto, ....... 

To raise licence on draft-nets to £2, 

To alter the mode of licensing pollen-nets, . . . N 

To alter the close season, . . . . . . C 

To alter the close season for pollen, .... 

To alter close season, ...... 

Ditto, ....... 

Ditto, ....... 

Ditto, ....... 

To prohibit netting in certain parts, . . . . G 

To prohibit the usd of draft-nets for pollen in Lough Neagh, . C 
To prohibit net-fishing in certain portions of the Bandon River, . 

To prohibit net-fishing in River Lee between Fishing Weir and 
Wellington Bridge. 

To prohibit net-fishing near month of River Cashen, 

To prohibit snatching on Suir River, . . . . B 

To prohibit all net-fishing during salmon close season between C 
new bridge of Wexford and bridge of Enniscorthy. 

To prohibit snatching, . . . . . . B 

To prohibit the use of otter strokehaul, &c., in tidal as well as 
freshwaters of district. 

. To define, in accordance with ancient usage, the description of Ii 
nets to be used between Thomond Bridge and Lax Weir, and 
to restrict their dimensions to such limits as will ensure the 
ascent of a fair proportion of fish to the upper waters. 

To remove obstructions, . . . . . . Q 

Ditto, . . . . . . t 

To inspect obstructions on Mourne River, . . . . I: 

To remove obstructions at mouth of Cutts, . . . I 

To define mouth, . . . . . . . I 

Ditto, . . . . . . . 1 

To define mouths of Rivers Dodder and Liffey, . . .5 

To define mouths of rivers, . . . . . . I 

To define mouth of Tahilla River, . . . . . I 

To define boundaries between tidal and freshwaters of Rivers 
Feale, Geale, and Cashen, . . . . . 1 

To limit the use of nets in Boyne River, . . . . 1 

To make rules for the government of the fishermen in Boyne River, 
To limit the length of nets used in River Liffey, . . . < 

To form Argideen River into a separate district, . 

To prevent deleterious matter being allowed to flow into River 
Liffey. 

To inquire into the fishing near the mouths of rivers, 

To survey river and design fish-pass, . . . . I 

To have new fish-pass on Sligo Weir, . . . - 

To survey tributaries of Shannon for fish-passes, . . . 1 

To build fish-passes on Clonmel and Caliir Weirs, 

To design new fish-pass for Lurrega Mill Weir, . . - ' 

To alter size of meshes of nets, . . . . - ■ 

Ditto, . . _ _ . - • 

To assimilate the licence for angling in all districts, 

To inquire into the fan net, ..... 

To prohibit the removal of gravel from spawning-beds, . 

To curtail the open season for angling, .... 

Ditto, .... 

Ditto, .... 

Ditto, .... 

Ditto, .... 

Ditto, .... 



Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Granted. 

Consideration postponed. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 



Inquiry held ; not granted. 



Inquiry to be held. 
Survey and design made. 
Under consideration. 
Survey made. 

Ditto. 

Inquiry held. 

Inquiry to he held. 

Ditto. 

Under consideration. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



Appendix, No. 8. 

s built, and of Mill Weirs, Obstructions, &c., surveyed for Fish Passes. 



Name of W eir or Obstruction. 


Kiv". 


tSo”W, 

Cahir Weir. 

Clonmel. 

Poultrealagh. 

Altaviila. 

Clarianna. 

Grange. 

Riverstown. 

Tyone. 

Caherass. 


Nenagh — con. 

Annacotty, 

Maigue, 

Spiddal, 

Fergus, 

Blackwater, . 

Oily, .... 



Milltown. 
Jtiltown Cloth. 
Oily. 
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Appendix, 

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as 



Nnmber and Name 
of District. 


Gonerai state of the Salmon and Inland 
Fisheries of Ireland. 


Whether tho take of 
Salmon in 1801 was more or 
less productive than in 1803, 


Avorago price 
of Salmon obtained by 






or doorcase attributed. 


1 .— Dublin, . 


On the whole good, but cannot say as 
to improvement. There fs a fait 
prospect of improvement, owing to 
the restrictions put on the enormous 
seines used at Poolbcg. 


The public right of fishing 
at Poolbcg has been more 
productive, which is attri 
butable to the increasef 
length of their seines and 
to the long drought. 


Is. to Is. BA per lb. 


2.— Wexford, . 


The general state of the fisheries is 
good, and a prospect of future im 
provement, in consequence of the 
abolition of bag nets. 


More productive, in conse- 
quence of the abolition of 
bog nets. 


From Sit. to id. per lb. 


3.— Waterford, 


There would appear to be a progres 
sive improvement in the salmon in 
land fisheries of this district for 
many years back, and their present 
state may be regarded as an improv- 
ing one. Salmon were in great 
abundance in this district during the 
past open season, particularly the sea 
and tideway* 


The take has been consi- 
derably less in the aggre- 
gate. From the book 
kept at the fish-house it 
appears that the quantity 
of salmon sold in 1SG4 
was much less than in 
1868. Amongst the cause? 
which have produced this 
deficiency it is believed 
the extension of weekly 
close time forms a promi- 


The highest price obtained 
in 1SG4 was Is. 9Jd. per 
lb., the lowest id. per lb. 


4. — Lismorc, . 


Improved ; and further Imprbvcment 
may be expected. 


The year I SGI has been 
more productive ; the take 
of salmon was very great. 


About Is. per lb. 


S.— Cork, 


Improving. 


Improved since lust year, 
and more productive, iu 
consequence of increased 
protection. 




— Skibbcrcen, 


Improved, and prospect of improve- 
ment on account of the quantity o 
breeding fish. 


Less — caused by thedrought 


C d. per lb. 


«•.— Bantry, . 


No improvement, and scarcely an? 
hope that they will improve. 


Less productive. 


No salmon taken, therefore 
no price established. 


8*. — Kcnmaro, 


Very prosperous ; muoh improved, and 
a greater improvement expected in 
consequence of the removal of bag- 


A more productive year by 

the preceding year, which 
is attributed to the re- 
moval of bag-nets. 


Average price Od. per lb., 
at the fishing hank. 


7. — Killamcy, 


Good ; and n prospect of improvement, 
from the quantity of breeding fish in 
the rivers. 


About the some; but for 
the dry season it might 
have beeu better. 


(id. to Is. id. per lb. 


8. — Limerick, . 


Very satisfactory. The fisheries have 
improved^ and there is a good pros- 


Upper waters more pro- 
ductive, but cannot speak 


Is. 3d. per lb. ' 




stock of breedingfish being unusually 
large. 


relative productiveness of 
district generally. 




9.— Galway. . 


Satisfactory. In some rivers the fish- 
eries have improved, but the un- 
usually dry summer impeded the fish 
in their passage to the upper waters. 
Young fry, in considerable numbers, 
were found dead iu consequence of 
small streams being dried np; and it 
is feared that owing to this injurious 
effects may be apprehended. 


More productive. 


About 8 d. per lb. 


'. — Baliynakill, 


Fair state; prospect of improvement 


iese productive. 


Sd. per lb. at the boat. ' 


— Bangor, . 


'he gross produce less; cannot ascribe 
a satisfactory reason. 


iess productive. 


About Bid. per lb. 



Whether Salmon purchased for 
xportation, and if so, what pronortio 
does It bear to that purchased for 
Home Supply, and to what Market 
ia it principally sent 



The salmon of tills district is 
rarely purchased for export*. 



Home consumption. 



Nearly all purchased for exports- 
tion to England ; the proportion 
purchased for home consumption 



Exportation. Littl 
consumption. Pr 
English markets. 



None here for exportation; about 
one-third bought for home 
sumption ; remainder seal 
Cork. 

None purchased last year. 



The most of the salmon in this 
district, or about ouc-haif, was| 
exported this year to London 
and Liverpool; the remainder 
sent to Cork and Dublin, and| 
about S per cent, used at lie 

Nearly all for exportation. 



Che greater portion of tne nsn 
killed in tills district purchased 
for preserving. 

Exported; not four-tenths con- 
sumed in the county; principally 
to Liverpool, Manchester, and 
London. 
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to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland. 



About the same. 



Greater protection. 



amount of Protection 
during Closo Season 
,fl8«. m compared wjtn 
preceding year of 1803. 



eding Fish observed in 
Hivcrs has been greater 
as than preceding Yoar. 



A greater number of breed- 
ing fish this close season 
<1804) than in 1803. 



A larger number this year. 



There is more protection, 
09 the owners of fish- 
eries find it their ad- 
vantage to pi 
bailiffs • 



at their or 



Much n 



in 1804, by 
more funds to increase 
number of bailiffs. 



utter; increased num 
;r of * water bailifis 
ere beingnincty-seven I 



sive of sixteen employed 
by tbe owner of tbe 
box weir. Number em- 
ployed in 1803, only 
seventy- s' 

Greater, on account of 
increased number of 
water bailiffs. 



re injured by pollution 
lanufactorii'S or othrrw 
n 1804, than in 1803. 



Offences have not increased, 
although evading the pay- 
ment of licence, under tiie 
pretence of uot fishing for 
salmon, is still very gene- 
ral 



Judging from the number 
' fishery prosecutions it 
.o be supposed that 



Considering the extent of j 



Greater than in preceding 



More. Owing to the 
drought, many lmndxodsalmon | 
were destroyed by gas a 
chemical works. 



Somewhat increased. 



qucnce ol 
servation. 



Diminished considerably. 



The water of the Cork Gas 
Works is very injurious at low 
tides, especially in summer. 



The only injury is from fiax- 
watcr, and that has b" "" 1 
closely watched. 

I Not in any way injurious. 



> Commissioners having given 
j their consent to the increase of 
license duty in this district, as re- 
quested by the Board of Conserva- 
tors, to the highest rate, wait the 
trial of the late Fishery Act. 



Much the same. 



Considerably greater. 



In lough Corrib and its 
tributaries the number of 
fishisloss; inBnllinahmcU 
thenumberisconsiderably 
increased, owing to the 
fact of netting having 
been prohibited four days 
a week in that fishery. 



Much greater this year. 



Same protection, les 
sees of tidal fishing 
always expending the 
necessary sums in pay- 
ment of water bailiffs 
over amount produced 
from sale of licences. 



I Owing to the present state of the 
1 law, the salmon fisheries have been 
nearly done away with. They will 
j altogether if drift-nets be not per- 
mitted next season. 

I There should be no licence issued for 
rods till 17th March, owing to the 
great destruction of spents. 



| The Conservators are very anxious 
] that angling with rod and line 
should close on 1st October, instead 
as at present, the 1st November. 



Mminislied, owing ft 
law beingstrictly enforced, 
and the great watchful- 
ness observed by so large 
a body of water bailiffs 
during the close season. 



No. An attempt was made io 
steep flax, the water of which I 
would flow into the river, hut 
it was put down immediately. 



The Conservators desire to call the 
attention of the Commissioners to 
the injurious effects of extending 
the open season for angling with 



rod and Ii: 






which holds out a direct inducc- 
I rnent and sure protection to the 
poacher. Formerly parties having 
salmon in their possession in No- 
vember (when the fish is always 
unfit for use), were liable to severe 
punishment; but the alteration in 
1 the law leaves such parties now 
free from any liability. If the ‘ 
poacher can catch the fish, lie can 



None in the district 



o manufactories to iniuic the Croat destruction to the fisheries by 
I "fisheries in this district the removal of gravel from tile 

spawning beds. Home remedy rc- 
| quired. 
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Appendix, 

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as 



Number and Namo 
of District. 


General state of tho Salmon and Inland 
Fisheries of Ireland. 


Whether the take of 
Salmon in 1864 was more or 
less productive than in 1863, 
and to what is the i merraso 


of Salmon obtained by 
the captors. 


Whether Salmon purchased for 

Home Supply and to what Market 
is it principally sent. ‘ 


11. — Ballina. 


Much the same, perhaps rather more. 


Much the same. 


About 6 d. per lb. 


»> cr ««“■ Purchased for 
home consumptions remainder 
sent to English markets. 


12.— Sligo, 


Favourable. 


More productive. 


None purchased from cap- 


All exported. 


13. — Ballyshannon, . 


Not much alteration since last year. 


The total quantity taken 
was not greater than last 
year, because fixed en- 
gines were removed on 

weekly dose time in- 
creased, which curtailed 
capture by other engines. 


5Jd. per lb. 


Nearly all exported for the Eng- 
lish market. * 


14. — Letterkeuny, . 


Improving. 


Rather less than in tho pre- 
ceding. Tlie decrease 
mainly attributable to the 
continued drought. 


February and March, April 
and Stay, Is. Srf. per lb. ; 
July and August, Od. per 
lb. 


Nine-tenths exported; export 
markets are Derry and liver- 
pool 


1C'.— Londonderry. . 
16*. — Coleraine, 


Considerably improved. 

Most flourishing ; there is every pros- 
pect of further improvement from the 
number of breeding fish observed in 
the rivers. 


More productive, owing to 
removal of bag-nets. 

More productive, In conse- 
quence of the strict pre- 
servation of breeding fish. 


"d. to 8d. per lb. 
Sd. per lb. 


All sent to England and Scotland, 
except what supplies the local 
consumption. 

One-third purchased for exporta- 
tion, and sent to Loudon, Liver- 
pool, and Scotland. 


1«.— Ballycastle, 


Prosperous— about the same. 


Less productive. 


Od. to 10,1. per lb. 


Almost all exported to Liverpool 
or London. 


17.— Drogheda, 


Good. Improved, and a very good 
prospect of further improvement on 
account of so many being abolished, 
and in creased protection given during 


More productive than 1803. 
The improvement is at- 
tributable to the last few 
seasons being less, and 
more favourable for tile 
breeding fish during close 
season, andalso protection. 


About lid. per lb. 


Nearly all sent to Dublin ; some 
to Liverpool, Belfast, Dundalk, 
and Annogassen ; sends to the 
latter town, used in the localities, 
in proportion of about 3 to 100. 



Appendix, No. 10. 

QoAsriTY of Salmon Cosyeyh, by the different Railways for the year ending 31st December, 1864, 
and Rates of Carriage of Salmon. 

Waterford and Limbriok Railway. 

To England via Holy Lead, 

„ do. Milford, 

„ Dublin, 



Total, 



. 70 19 0 
.140 2 0 



Limerick and Foynes Railway. 

Foyne. to Paddington, 1,276 bones _ 122 tons, 18 cwt. 1 ,r. Rate, £6 10a per ton. 



Midland Great Western Railway. * 



Stations from which the Salmon 
•were forwarded. 


No. of 


Ordinary 

ratesperTon. 


Weight. 


Galway, 


770 


i. a. 


Tons. cwts. qra. 


Castlebar, 


276 


39 9 


35 8 1 


Sligo, ... 


286 


24 6 


15 18 3 


Collooney, 


26 


34 0 


2 2 0 


Ballisodare, . 


35 


34 6 


2 16 2 


Total, . 


1,393 


- 


139 10 0 
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No. 9- 

to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries in Ireland. 



mint of Protection 
lg Close Season 
as compared with 



Whether Offences 



in 1864, than in 1863. 



I The amount to be e: 

I pended by the Couse 
1 eaters for protection, 
during present close 
season is £200 12s. C<> 1 
| being £121 16 s. mol- . 
than 1863 ; principally 
caused by the increased i 

1 ” ec on weirs and bag . 



Increased by private 
funds of lessees and 
proprietors chiefly in- 
terested. 



The same (a good supply). 
Increased. 



Diminished. 

Diminished. 



| Have not suffered by pollution 
n manufactories, there 
being none in this district; 
but have, slightly, in conse- 
quence of the increased culti- 
vation of flax. 



I Ho manufactories. 



It is the feeling of the Board that 
much mischief arises to the fisheries, 
and that much encouragement is 
held out to poachers by the prac- 
tice adopted by the Executive of 
remitting penalties without refer- 
ence to the Conservators of the 
district for their advice in refer- 
ence to the character of the offence 
committed. The attention of the 
Commissioners is requested to the 
subject of tlie opeu season for 
^angling. 



Largely injured by flax water 



Ho further protection, 
except increased vigil- 
ance of Constabulary. 



Greater in 1SG4 tlmi 

13. For many years ] 
it so many breeding fish 
re not been observed i~ 

1 rivers of this distrit 
in the present season. 



l Diminished, owing to the Owing to the continued drought 



exertions of the Constabu- 1 of latter part of tin 
lary. The protection of llax water flowing 

tlie salmon rivers in this 1 

district by the proprietors, 
lias hitherto been, and 
still is, by water boillfl's, 
but tlie aid of tlie Con- 
stabulary is more effective. 



killed a large quantity 
of fish ; and this must ever be 
tlie case in a flax-growing 
country. 



] Many of the small mill-ponds not 
being properly provided with waste 
gates, large numbers of young 



Much the su 



About the sa 



Much tlie same as in 1863. • Considerably gi 



Very little injury done. 



I Same as suggested last v 
Lough Heagli. 



I Ho increase observable. 



More injured by flax w 



They .beg to call tlie attention of the 
Commissioners to tlie small fines 
inflicted in cases of injury by flax 



Belter protection than 
1868; a greater number 
ofbailifl's — viz., in 1863, 
’ -en; iu 1864, tweu- 



Much greater, but later. 



Diminished, excepting flax j 1 



Appendix, No. 10 — continued . 



Great Southern and Western Bailway. 



Salmon, 312 tons. 

Rates of Carriage of Salmon per Great Southern and Western Railway. 



Rates for Salmon to Dublin. 



From Limerick Junction : 

Packages from 22 to 56 lbs., . 

„ „ 57 to 84 „ . 

„ „ 85 to 112 „ . 

„ Above 1 cwt., . 

Prom Limerick : 

Packages from 22 to 56 lbs., . 

„ „ 57 to 84 „ . 

„ „ 85 to 112 „ . 

„ Above 1 cwt., . 

Prom Fermoy : 

Packages from 29 to 56 lbs., . 

„ „ 57 to 84 „ . 

„ „ 85 to 112 „ 

„ Above 1 cwt., . 

^ cwt. or 



From Killarney : 



Is. 6 d . each. 


Packages 


from 22 


to 


56 


lbs., . 


2s. 0 d . each. 


2s. 0 d . „ 


}) 


„ 57 


to 


84 


» 


3s. 3 d . „ 






„ 85 


to 


112 




4s. 0 d . „ 


2s. 6 d . per cwt. 


» 


Above 




1 


cwt., . 


4s. Od . per cwt. 


2s. 0 d . each. 


From Tralee 












Packages 


from 22 


to 


56 


lbs., . 


3s. Od. each. 


2s. 6 d . „ 




„ 57 


to 


84 


. 


3s. 9d. „ 


3s. 0 d . „ 




.. 85 


to 


112 




. 4s. 6d. „ 


3s. Od. per cwt. 


; Above 




1 


cwt., 


4s. 6d. per cwt. 


2s. Od. each. 


From Cork : 












2s. 6 d . „ 


Packages 


from 22 


to 


56 


lbs., • 


. 2s. Od. each. 


3s. Od. „ 


„ 


„ 57 


to 


84 


„ 


. 2s. 6d. „ 


Os. 9d. for every 


„ 


„ 85 


to 


112 


„ 


. 3 s . Od . „ 


part of a J cwt. 


» 


Above 




1 


cwt., 


. 3s. Od. per cwt. 



Dublin and Drogheda Railway. 

936 hampers and 109 boxes of Salmon, at 2s. 6 d. per cwt. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 

Appendix, No. 11. 

By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners. 



Appendix, 

Nos. II & 12. 



District or Place affected by 
By-Law, &c. 



Nature of By-Law, Order, Sc. 



Lismore District, 

Coleraine District, 
Limerick District, 
Galway District, 
Waterford District, 
Bantry District, 
Cork District, . 
KiUarney District, 
Ballina District, 
Bangor District, 
Ballinakill District, 
Sligo District, 
Wexford District, 
Suir River, 

Nore .River, 

Barrow River, 
Shannon River, . 
Fergus River, 
Maigue River, . 
Liffey River, 

Lee River, 

Bandon River, . 
Cnrragh River, . 
Maigue River, . 

Dublin District, 



Increasing licence duty on all engines to maximum allowed 
by 1 1 & 12 Vic., c. 92, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto on draft nets and rods, 

Ditto on all engines, save single rod and line, 

Ditto on draft nets and cross lines, . 

Ditto on rot 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto on draft nets to £2, 

Defining boundaries between ti 
Ditto, 



tidal' and fresh waters, 



Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Prohibiting the use of draft nets between Ferry drawbridge 
and the old bridge of Adare, .... 

Prohibiting the use of draft nets of a greatet length than 
350 yards, in that part of the River Liffey situated be- 
tween the Island Bridge weir and a line drawn due north 
from the Poolbeg Lighthouse, 



Date. 



25th November, 1863. 
6th February, 1864. 
21st June, 1S64. 

13th December, 1864. 
28th December, 1864. 
8th December, 1863. 
.‘list December, 1863. 
18th January, 1864. 
25th January, 1864. 
15th March, 1864. 
31st March, 1864. 

16th November, 1864. 
3lst December, 1864. 
16lh March, 1864. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

9th April, 1864. 
Ditto. 

12th August, 1864. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

19th January, 1865. 
24 th January, 1865. 

17th October, 1864. 



19th January, 1865. 



General — every District, 



. Rules and Regulations to 
servators, . 



be observed at Elections of Con- 



See Appendix, No. 10. 



Appendix, No. 12. 

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., in force in Ireland, relating to the Salmon Fisheries. 



sod Date thereof. 

River Slaney, Co. 
W exford, 

(25th March, 1354 
*nd4lh March, 1362. 



Argideen River, 

(24th Feb., 1860.) 



Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of N cts of any kind whatsoever, be- 
tween Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during the Open Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets with meshes of less sire than 
one and three-quarter inches from kuot to knot, 
between Ferrycarrig Bridge aud the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-ropo 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz in that part of the River 
Lee, situate between Patrick's Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, on the 
south, to tlie Western extremity of the Town- 
land of Dnnkettle, on the North. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in the tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideeu River, in the Countj- of Cork, situa- 
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with tlte said Argideeu River and 
the Bridge of Tiraolcague, all in the Barony of 
the East Division of East Caibery.and Count v 
of Cork. 3 

Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge ami the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June aud 12th 
February. v 

first.— Prohibiting, between the 20th day of 
July and 1st day of November in each year, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-rone 
and loads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz.:— iu that part of the River 
Shannon situate between the Fishing Weir 
known os the Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
North and South across the said River Shan- 
non atthe Western extremity of Graigue Island. 
Second.— Prohibiting Draught Nets for the cap- 
ture of Fish of any kind, of a mesh less than 
-ne and three-quarter inches f:om knot to knot, 



Lough Rce, River 
(27th August, 1858.)| 
Castlemaiue Estuary, 
(27th Oct., 1858.) 



Lough Neagh, 

(22nd April, 1 
and 24th Feb., I860.)! 



Galway River, Lough 
Corrib, &c., 

(24th July, 1846.) 

Clare and Clare -Gal 
way or Turlough 
more Rivers, Co 
Galway, 



Teefin Estuary, 
(24th Feb., 1860.) 



to be measured along the side of the square, or 
seven inches, to be measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of the River Shannon, or in the tidal 
girts of any of the Rivers flowing into tbs odd 

Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of Five inchos in the round, measured 
when the Net is wet. 

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft Nets ha ving a foot rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estnary 
of Castleniaine inside the Bar of Inch. 

Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or ■ 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, donbled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than One inch from knot to knot, from 
the 1st of March to the 29th September. 

Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
called Strokehaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in any part of the Rivers known as the 
Clare aud the Clare-Galwav or Turlouglnnore 
Rivers, in the County of 'Galway, above the 
junction of the said Rivers with Lough Corrib, 
in the County of Galway. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets for the capture of 
Fish of any kind, with meshes of less than one 
inch from knot to knot, (to be measured along 
the side of the square, or four inches to be 
measured all round each such mesh, such mea- 
surements being taken in the clear when the Net 
is wet,) on that port of the coast of the County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drawn from Rossan Point to 
Toelin Head, and from Tcelin Head to Carri- 
gan Head, and from Carrigan Head to Muck- 
ross Point, all iu the Barony of Bannagb, and 
County of Donegal. 
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Appendix, No. 13. Appendix, 

Nos. 13 & 14 

fen tificates for Fixed Nets to be granted by the Commissioners, in pursuance of the 6th section of 
LEE the 26th and 27th Vic., c. 114. 



Name of Person 
Uainulniug a..J Using 
Fixed Net. 


Name of Ownor 
of Fixed Not. 


where Fixed Net 


Townland to which 
Net attached. 


ofTixc^Net. 


Date of 
Trial. 




Lord Templemore, or 
his Lessee. 

Stephen Cuningham, 
Charles Minchin, or 
his Lessee. 

IV. B. Barrington, . 
M. O’Suliivau, 

John Jones, . 

James M'Keon, 
Charles Black, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

John Reany, . 

Hugh Dickson, 

Henry Kelly, . 
Robert Stewart, 

Francis Mills, . 

Ditto, 

Henry O’Neill, 

Die Irish Society or 
iheir Lessee. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Alicia Sheil, . 


Lord Templemore, . 

Bryan O’Loghlen, . 
Charles Minchin, 

W. B. Barrington, . 
M. O’Sullivan, 

Sir A. Bellingham, . 

Ditto, 

Lord Antrim, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

G. E. Fullerton, 
Ditto. 

Sir E. ' W. Mac- 
Naghten. 

J. C. Anderson, 

Ditto, 

A. Shuldham & Hon. 

Mrs. Campbell. 

The Irish Society, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

T. Connolly, . 


River Suir, Note, and 
Barrow conjoined. 

River Shannon, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

River ICenmare, 

Sea off Coast of co. 
Louth. 

Ditto, 

Sea off Coast of co. 
Antrim. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Sea off Coast of co. 

Londonderry. 

Lough Foyle, . 

Ditto, . . 

Ditto, 

River Erne, 


Nook, commonly called 
Buttermilk Castle 
Weir. 

Ailroebeg, 

Ivillacolla, 

Ballyhoolahan, 

Rath, . 
Drahanstown, . 

Castlebellingham, 

Portrnsh, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Torr, 

Carrickarede Island, 
Portbvaddan, Templa- 

Portmoon, Feigh 
Mountain. 

Ditto, 

East Ballvgelagh, 
Grnnsha, . 

Ditto, 

^ Ditto, 


Head Weir, 

Stake-Net, . 
Ditto, . 

Fly-Net, . 
Bag-Net, . 

Head Weir, 
Bag-Net, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Stake-Net. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


16 March, 1864, 

26 March, 1864, 

7 April, 1864, 

3 April, 1864, 
23 Aus., 18C4, 

26 Aug., 1864, 

27 Aug., 1864, 

29 Aug., 1864, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

30 Aug., 1864, 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

31 Aug., 1864, 
5 Sept., 1864, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

8 Sept., 1864, 


Appealed against. 



SUMMARY. 



Bag-Nets 15 

Stake-Nets, ® 

Fly-Nsts, 1 

Head Weirs, 

Total, .... 24 



Appendix No. 14. 



Regulations for the Elections of Conservators of Fisheries. 



Salmon Fisheries Acts, Ireland. — Acts 5th and 6th 
Viet., chap. 106 ; 7th and 8th Viet., chap. 10S ; Stb 
and 9th Viet., chap. 108 ; 9th and 10th Viet. chap. 
114 ; 11th and 12th Viet., chap. 92 ; 13th and 14th 
Viet., chap. 88; 26th and 27th Viet., chap. 114. 



NOTICE. 

We, the Special Commissioners for Irish Fisheries, 
hereby call the attention of all whom it may concern 
to the following provisions of the Fishery Acts, and 
Regulations we are empowered to make under those 
Acts, respecting the Elections of Conservators of fish- 
eries. Section 28 of the Act 26 and 27 Vic., c. 114, 
enacts— “ That on the First Monday in the month of 
October, in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Sixty-four, all existing Boards of Conservators shall 
cease, and new Boards shall be elected. 1 And it is 
prescribed by the said Acts, and we do hereby fix and 
direct that the following Forms and Regulations shall be 
observed at the said elections : — 

1. The Boards of Conservators shall fix and publish 

notice of the times and places for the meetings of 
electors, in each electoral division, for the election of 
Conservators for the same. , 

2. Two weeks’ notice thereof shall he given by hand- 
bills and advertisements in two or more newspapers 
circulating in the district. 

3. The meetings for elections shall commence at the 
bonr named in the notice to be published by the Boards 
of Conservators, and no votes shall -he received after 
four o’clock in the afternoon of the day so fixed. 

4. All persons shall be entitled to vote at such meet- 
ings who shall have paid licence duty for the current 
year, within the electoral division, for which such meet- 
ing is held. 



5 . All such persons shall choose a chairman to preside 
at such meeting, who shall receive the votes of the 
electors. 

6. No person shall be eligible for the office of con- 
servator in any electoral division in wliich-he does not 
reside or possess real property. 

7. All persons shall produce their licences for the 
current year at the time of voting ; and such licence 
shall not be received unless it shall have been taken out 
on or before the day prior to the day of election. 

S. All persons eutitled as aforesaid to vote at such 
meetings shall he entitled to have a vote or votes thereat, 
according to the following scale (that is to say) if the 
license duty paid — 

Shall not amount to £2, . . - • One vote. 

Shall amount to . £2, and not amount Two vote. 

Shall amount to . *3, » A10, Three votes. 

Shall exceed . ■ £10, • • • -1'our votes. 



9. All persons voting by proxy shall endorse upon 
their licence the name of the proxy whom they authorize 
to vote for them; and the said licence shall be produced 
at tbe time of voting by the said proxy, such proxy 
being a qualified elector. : , 

10 The chairman of such meetings respectively snail 
declare the persons elected to act as conservators as soon 
as convenient, and shall certify under his hand the 
election of each conservator, and furnish him with a 
certificate, which shall be sufficient authority for him to 
act as such conservator ; and shall also, within four 
days after such election, cause a list of such conservators 
with a statement of the residence and post-town of each, 
to be transmitted to our office, 4, Dawson-street, Dublin. 
And shall also publish the said listin one or more news- 
papers circulating in the district. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT, &c. 



Appendix, 11. If in any district one or more persons shall pos- 
1 5 ~ sess a several or exclusive fishery or fisheries therein, 
as owner, lessee, or occupier, valued under the Acts for 
the more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ire- 
land at one hundred pounds yearly or upwards, he or 
they shall he entitled to sit with the elected conservators 
for such district, and shall be deemed ex-offioio. a con- 
servator or conservators for the same, so long as he or 
they shall possess snch fishery or fisheries, and shall 
have a vote in all matters, and have all the powers 
and privileges under the Act which the elected conser- 
vators may individually possess : provided always, that 
when a fishery so rated shall be held by several persons 
as owners, lessees, or occupiers, one person alone shall 
sit and act as a conservator as aforesaid in respect of 
such fishery. 

12. Magistrates paying licence duty, and being owners 



of land abutting on rivers or lakes in any district mav 
act and vote as ex-officio members of any board of con- 
servators elected for any snch district. 

13. The persons elected as aforesaid, together with 
the said ex-officio conservators (vide 9 and 10), shall 
conjointly form a board of conservators of fisheries for 
such district, and shall continue to hold office for three 
years from the time of their election, when a new board 
shall be elected in like manner, and so in like manner 
iit each triennial election. 

Given under our hands, and under the common seal 
of the Commissioners, this 1st day of September 1S64. 



Frederick Eden. 

(Seal.) Wallace Houstoun. 

R. J. Lane. 



Appendix No. 15. 



List of Stone Weirs in Ireland used for Salmon Fishing, with their Breadth, and the size of the 
Queen’s Gap or share maintained therein respectively. 



passim; of 
20 & 27 Vic., 



Baliycastlc, 
Drogheda, . 



Londonderry, 

Waterford. 



Limerick, 



Moy, 

Ditto, 



Uckagh] 1 

Gw* ibarra. 



Nore, 

Ditlo, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 



Balliua, . 
Foxford, . 



Newgrange, 
l; 1 . -11:1'- -n: . 
Lackagli, . 



Rockview, 

Jcrpoint, 

Cooinamuck, 



lington Bridge. 

'The Upper Gill Ab- 
bey Weir.” 



Shannon, . 

Owenmore or Great 
River. 

Spiddal, . . 

Furbough, 



Lax Weir, 

Galway Salmon Weirs, 

Ballinaliinch Trout 
and Salmon Weirs. 
Spiddal Salmon Weir, 

The Furhougli Salmon | 



840 0 
205 10 
228 0 

ries greatly; 
288 0 to 12 0 
14 0 



Not m 






No gap, 
No gap, 
No gap, 



| No gap, 

No gup, 

No gap, . 
No gap, . 
18 0 

No gap, . 



No gap, . 

, No gap, 

No gap, . 

No gap, . 

No gap, . 

No gap, . 

47 0 
47 0 
49 0 
44 0 



No gap, 

No gap, 
No gap, 
No gap, 
No gap, 



No gap, 
No gap, 
No gap, 



Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Breadth, &c., of gap not determined. 

Gap ordered hy Special Commissioacra to 
be opened 34 feet 2 inches. 

Gap ordered hy Special Commissioners to 
bo opened 29 foot 7 inches. 



Not nt 






A fishing mill-dam. Plan of pass prepariag. 
Gap ordered hy Special Commissioners to 
bo opened li feet 10 inches. 

Not now used. 

Ditto. 

A fishing mill-dam. Plan of pass, 30 feet 
in breadth, preparing. 

Gap ordered by Special Commissioners to 
be opened 12 feet 9 inches. 

Breadth, &c. , of gap not determined. 

Gap ordered by Special Commissioners to 
be opened 30 feet. 

Inquiry held. Decision postponed. 

Plan of gap preparing. 

Breadth, &c., of gap not determined. 

Not now used. 

Plan of gap preparing. 

Breadth, &c. , of gap not determined. 

Plan of gap preparing. 

Breadth, &c., of gap not determined. 



Gap ordered by Special Commissioners to 
be opened 31 feet 6 inches. 

A fishing mill-dam. Not now fished. 

Not fished. All open. 

Ditto. 



Breadth, &c., of gap not determined. 

Extension of weekly close season from noon 
on Friday to noon on Monday ordered 
instead of gap, stream being under 40 
feet— 26 & 27 Vic., c. 114, s. 11. 

Gap ordered by Special Commissioners to 
be opened 50 feet. 

Gap ordered by Special Commissioners to 
be opened 20 feet 7 inches, 
ot fished. All open. 

Inquiry held. Decision postponed. 

Ditto. 



Dublin: Printed by Alexander Thom, 87 & 88, Abboy-streefc, 
Lor Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




